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I.  Introduction  
 

The Learning Achievement Coalition – Oakland (LAC-O) is collaboration between the twenty-eight school 

districts in Oakland County, Oakland Schools, Oakland University, and the University of Michigan.  The 

coalition is dedicated to improving academic achievement for all students while eliminating 

achievement gaps wherever they exist, especially for students of color, students from poverty, and non-

traditional learners, by improving access to high quality curricula, effective instruction, and engaging 

learning environments. 

The collaboration began in 2007 and strives to use regional and local data to increase awareness of 

disparities in achievement between student groups and to collectively focus resources of students, 

parents, educators, and community together to attend to its goals. 

LAC-O Goals 

¶ Support high levels of learning by engaging students in their 

education. 

¶ Support school success by ensuring that children enter 

kindergarten with needed social and emotional skills. 

¶ Support career and college readiness by grade 12 fostering 

student progress in mathematics. 

¶ Support student improvement in their comprehension of 

information text in all subject areas. 

In service of its purpose and goals, the LAC-O steering committee has developed a pair of surveys – for 

students and teachers – to assess levels of student engagement and related factors across the county.  

This report provides details of these surveys. 

Survey Structure:  Strand Areas 

Both the student and teacher surveys assess six strand areas of classroom and school climate: 

1) Fair and Clear Practices:  Teacher practices in support of student learning, including teacher 

communication on expectations and feedback on assignments. 

2) Caring Environment and Expectations:  Teacher emotional support of students in academic and 

non-academic areas. 

3) Cultural Relevance:  Representation and respect for race, ethnicity, and culture in educational 

materials, discussions, and classroom displays. 

4) Respectful Interaction and Pride:  Mutual respect between teachers and students; pride and self-

respect. 

5) Engagement and Encouragement:  Teacher and student practices that support academic 

engagement and learning. 

6) Behavior Standards:  Safe and orderly classroom environment. 
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II . Student Survey Results 

 

Demographics  
 

 

Figure 1.  School Sample Size 

 
 

 Figure 2.  Student Gender Distribution 

 
 

 

Figure 3.  Student Race Distribution 
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Figure 4.  Economically Disadvantaged:  Indicator of Family Economic Status 

 

 
Figure 5.  Academic Achievement:  Student Self-Reported Grades 

 

 
Figure 6.  Student Mobility:  Number of Districts Lived In Since Kindergarten 
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Figure 8.  Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities 

 

 
Figure 9.  Number of Absences from School in the Past Year 

 

Figure 10.  Student-Adult Relationships:  Number of Adults in School Trusted by Students 
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Scale Scores 
 

For the figure below, the mean score for each question within each strand was averaged to create a 

scale score for each strand.  This score provides a snapshot of the strengths and needs of students 

across the county. 

Interpretation:  Each scale score lies on a line that ranges from 1.0 to 5.0, which corresponds to the 

numerical scoring of student answers:  1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Not Sure, 4 = Agree, 5 = 

Strongly Agree.  Higher scores are better, indicating stronger agreement with the presence of each 

strand in the school. 

 

 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Eng. & Encouragement

Behavior Standards

Figure 11.  2014-15 to 2015-16 Comparison of Student Scale Scores

2014-15 Students 2015-16 Students
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Strand 1.  Fair and Clear Practices 
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Figure 12. Fair and Clear Practices:  School Comparisons of Student Scores
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1.1 Teachers listen to my ideas.

1.2 Teachers tell me about my improvement.

1.3 Teachers give useful feedback about my work.

1.4 Teachers stick to established rules.

1.5 Teachers give clear expectations for class work.

1.6 I can explain why I receive specific grades in my…

1.7 Teachers give me the opportunity to retake tests…

1.8 I understand the expectations about participation…

1.9 Teachers are clear about what they expect me to…

1.10 Teachers have removed me from class for…

1.11 It is easy for a student to get kicked out of class…

1.12 My grades fairly reflect my achievement.

1.13 I earn the grades I receive.

Figure 13.  Fair and Clear Practices:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of 
Student Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 2.  Caring Environment and Expectations 
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Figure 14. Caring Environment and Expectations:  School Comparisons of 
Student Scores

5.6%

9.7%

8.2%

16.7%

9.0%

13.5%

42.4%

46.6%

12.5%

10.7%

18.6%

10.9%

5.8%

22.8%

17.6%

18.3%

25.7%

16.4%

20.2%

23.9%

29.1%

22.9%

12.5%

28.4%

16.5%

11.5%

71.6%

72.7%

73.6%

57.6%

74.6%

66.3%

33.7%

24.2%
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2.1 Teachers have high expectations for me.

2.2 Teachers make themselves available outside of class
time.

2.3 Teachers care that I learn.

2.4 Teachers show a personal concern for me as an
individual.

2.5 I feel accepted by my teachers in my classes.

2.6 I feel a sense of community or belonging in my classes.

2.7 Teachers ask me about my personal goals and plans for
life.

2.8 Teachers help me explore career goals.

2.9 The classroom atmosphere supports my learning.

2.10 I ask for help when I need it.

2.11 Teachers encourage me to live a healthy lifestyle.

2.12 I enjoy my teachers.

2.13 Teachers help me learn.

Figure 15.  Caring Environment and Expectations:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Student Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 3.  Cultural Relevance 
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Figure 16. Cultural Relevance:  School Comparisons of Student Scores
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3.1 Teachers show respect for different races and
ethnicities.

3.2 Teachers represent individuals from various
cultural, ethnic, and racial backgrounds in classroom…

3.3 When teachers assign us to groups, they place us
with students from different backgrounds.

3.4 Teachers encourage students to show appreciation
for people from different racial and ethnic…

3.5 We can talk openly about racial issues in my
classes.

3.6 Teachers use materials in the classroom that
reflect my cultural or ethnic identity.

3.7 Teachers consider race as a factor or predictor for
student achievement.

Figure 17.  Cultural Relevance:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of Student 
Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
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Strand 4.  Respectful Interaction and Pride 
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Figure 18. Respectful Interaction and Pride:  School Comparisons of 
Student Scores
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84.1%

4.1 Teachers treat me with respect.

4.2 Teachers encourage me to consider different
points of view.

4.3 I have pride in my work.

4.4 I put forth effort in my classes.

4.5 I respect my teachers.

4.6 Teachers tell me when they are proud of my
performance.

4.7 I have pride in myself.

4.8 I respect myself.

Figure 19.  Respectful Interaction and Pride:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Student Responses
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Agree or 
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Strand 5.  Engagement and Encouragement 
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Figure 20. Engagement and Encouragement:  School Comparisons of 
Student Scores
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5.1 Student learning is an important priority at my…

5.2 Teachers encourage me to ask questions in class.

5.3 I complete assigned work on time.

5.4 Teachers use different ways of teaching in my…

5.5 I need more help than I get in classes.

5.6 Teachers use technology to help me learn.

5.7 I have a desire to learn at school.

5.8 When I am confused, teachers are willing to help…

5.9 The work my teachers assign requires me to think.

5.10 I ask questions in class.

5.11 I am actively engaged in learning in class.

Figure 21. Engagement and Encouragement:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Student Responses

Not Sure 

Agree or 

Strongly 

Agree 
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Strongly 
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Strand 6.  Behavioral Expectations:  Frequency Distribution 
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Figure 22. Behavioral Expectations:  School Comparisons of Student 
Scores
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6.1 Teachers expect proper behavior from me.

6.2 I behave appropriately in my classrooms.

6.3 Teachers enforce rules and expectations fairly.

6.4 I come to class with all of my supplies.

6.5 Classes start promptly.

6.6 Students help develop classroom rules.

6.7 Bullying is not tolerated.

6.8 I feel safe at my school.

Figure 23.  Behavioral Expectations:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of 
Student Responses
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Disagree or 
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Agree or 
Strongly 
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Student Group  Analysis  
 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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3.26
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3.27
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3.41

3.52
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3.54
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1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

6+ Adults
4 to 5 Adults
2 to 3 Adults

1 Adult
None

Both
Sports
Clubs
None

More than 20
16-20
10-15

5-9
1-4

Zero

3+ Times
1-2 Times

Zero

3+ Districts
2 Districts
1 District

D's & F's
C's & D's
B's & C's
A's & B's

FRLR Ineligible
FRLR Eligible

Other Race/Ethnicity
White

Native American
Multi-Racial

Latino/Hispanic
Chaldean
Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American

Female
Male

All Students

Figure 24. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Fair and Clear Practices

Race/Ethnicity

Free & Reduced 
Lunch

Grades in School

# of Districts Attended
Since Kindergarten

# of Times Sentto 
Principal for Discipline

# of TimesAbsent from 
School This Year

ExtracurricularActivities

# of Adults in School 
that Students Trust

Gender 
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Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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More than 20
16-20
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3+ Districts
2 Districts
1 District

D's & F's
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FRLR Eligible

Other Race/Ethnicity
White
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Multi-Racial

Latino/Hispanic
Chaldean
Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American

Female
Male

All Students

Figure 25. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Caring Environment and 
Expectations

Race/Ethnicity

Free & Reduced 
Lunch

Grades in School

# of Districts Attended
Since Kindergarten

# of Times Sentto 
Principal for Discipline

# of TimesAbsent from 
School This Year

ExtracurricularActivities

# of Adults in School 
that Students Trust

Gender 
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Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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3.62

3.31
3.45
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1 Adult
None

Both
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3+ Times
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3+ Districts
2 Districts
1 District

D's & F's
C's & D's
B's & C's
A's & B's

FRLR Ineligible
FRLR Eligible

Other Race/Ethnicity
White

Native American
Multi-Racial

Latino/Hispanic
Chaldean
Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American

Female
Male

All Students

Figure 26. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Cultural Relevance

Race/Ethnicity

Free & Reduced 
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Grades in School

# of Districts Attended
Since Kindergarten

# of Times Sentto 
Principal for Discipline

# of TimesAbsent from 
School This Year

ExtracurricularActivities

# of Adults in School 
that Students Trust

Gender 
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Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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3.77
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3.97

3.53
3.86

4.02
4.08

4.17
4.09

3.72
3.89

4.13
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4.12
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3.57
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4.16
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4.08

3.96
4.19
4.26

3.87
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4.01
4.07
4.06

4.12
4.08
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1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

6+ Adults
4 to 5 Adults
2 to 3 Adults

1 Adult
None

Both
Sports
Clubs
None

More than 20
16-20
10-15

5-9
1-4

Zero

3+ Times
1-2 Times
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3+ Districts
2 Districts
1 District

D's & F's
C's & D's
B's & C's
A's & B's

FRLR Ineligible
FRLR Eligible

Other Race/Ethnicity
White

Native American
Multi-Racial

Latino/Hispanic
Chaldean
Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American

Female
Male

All Students

Figure 27. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Respectful Interaction and Pride

Race/Ethnicity

Free & Reduced 
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Grades in School

# of Districts Attended
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# of Times Sentto 
Principal for Discipline

# of TimesAbsent from 
School This Year

ExtracurricularActivities

# of Adults in School 
that Students Trust
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Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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3.81
3.88

4.00
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2.60
3.46

3.68
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More than 20
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Other Race/Ethnicity
White

Native American
Multi-Racial

Latino/Hispanic
Chaldean
Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American
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Male

All Students

Figure 28. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Engagement and Encouragement
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Since Kindergarten

# of Times Sentto 
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# of TimesAbsent from 
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Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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B's & C's
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Other Race/Ethnicity
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Asian (PI)

Arabic
African American
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Male

All Students

Figure 29. Group Differneces Across Strands:  Behavioral Standards
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3.48

3.64

3.68

4.09

3.93

4.03

3.64

3.78

3.57

4.14

3.97

4.00

Fair and Clear Practices

Caring Environment

Cultural Relevance

Respectful Interaction

Eng. & Encouragement

Behavior Standards

Figure 30.  Scale Score Comparison:  African American Males vs. All Students 

All Students African American Males

Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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III. Teacher Survey Results  

 Demographics  
 

 

Figure 31.  Teacher Sample Size by School 

 
 

 Figure 32.  Teacher Gender Distribution 

 
 

 

Figure 33.  Teacher Years of Experience 
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Bloomfield Hills Middle School

72.1%

27.9%
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Figure 34.  Teacher Content Area 
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Scale Scores 
 

For the figure below, the mean score for each question within each strand was averaged to create a 

scale score for each strand.  This score provides a snapshot of the strengths and needs of teachers 

across the county. 

Interpretation:  Each scale score lies on a line that ranges from 1.0 to 5.0, which corresponds to the 

numerical scoring of teacher answers:  1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Not Sure, 4 = Agree, 5 = 

Strongly Agree.  Higher scores are better, indicating stronger agreement with the presence of each 

strand in the school. 

 

 
 Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 

  

3.82

4.38

3.99

4.39

4.17

4.20

3.84

4.38

3.93

4.35

4.15

4.15

Fair and Clear Practices

Caring Environment

Cultural Relevance

Respectful Interaction

Eng. & Encouragement

Behavior Standards

Figure 35.  2014-15 to 2015-16 Comparisons of Teacher Scale Scores

2014-15 2015-16
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Strand 1.  Fair and Clear Practices 

 
 

 

3.84

3.72

3.99

3.90

3.96

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Oakland County Average

Bloomfield Hills District Average

Bloomfield Hills High School

West Hills Middle School

East Hills Middle School

Bloomfield Hills Middle School

Figure 36. Fair and Clear Practices:  School Comparisons of Teacher Scores

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

3.6%

0.0%

0.0%

9.0%

0.9%

79.1%

58.7%

28.2%

36.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.9%

1.8%

1.8%

11.7%

8.1%

3.6%

5.5%

21.1%

19.1%

15.3%

100.0%

100.0%

99.1%

94.6%

98.2%

88.3%

82.9%

95.5%

15.5%

20.2%

52.7%

48.6%

1.1 I listen to my students’ ideas.

1.2 I tell my students when they are showing
improvement.

1.3 I frequently give useful feedback to students about
their work.

1.4 I stick to established rules.

1.5 I give students clear expectations for class work.

1.6 My students can explain why they receive a specific
grade in my classes.

1.7 I give students the opportunity to retake tests or
redo assignments.

1.8 Students understand expectations about
participation in my classes.

1.9 Students who know the material can still fail my
classes.

1.10 Students who don’t know the material can still 
pass my classes.

1.11 My school has consistent assessment practices
within grade/content levels.

1.12 My school has consistent grading practices within
grade/content levels.

Figure 37.  Fair and Clear Practices:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of 
Teacher Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 2.  Caring Environment and Expectations 

 

 

 

4.38

4.31

4.57

4.39

4.44

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Oakland County Average
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Figure 38. Caring Environment and Expectations:  School Comparisons of 
Teacher Scores
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0.0%

7.3%

26.4%

1.8%

0.0%

69.1%

0.0%

0.0%

0.9%

0.0%

10.9%

0.9%

3.6%

19.1%

5.5%

2.7%

11.8%

100.0%

99.1%

99.1%

99.1%

89.1%

99.1%

89.1%

54.5%

92.7%

97.3%

19.1%

2.1 I have high expectations for all my students.

2.2 I make myself available to students outside of class time.

2.3 I care that all my students learn.

2.4 I show personal concern for each of my students as
individuals.

2.5 All students feel accepted in my classes.

2.6 I feel it is important for students to feel a sense of
community in my classes.

2.7 I discuss with my students their personal goals and plans
for life.

2.8 I help students explore career goals.

2.9 I take time to build community in my class.

2.10 I can name the students in my classes who achieve
below proficiency.

2.11 The level of my students is below my classroom
expectations.

Figure 39.  Caring Environment and Expectations:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Teacher Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 3.  Cultural Relevance 
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1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Oakland County Average
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Figure 40. Cultural Relevance:  School Comparisons of Teacher Scores
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10.2%
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0.0%

8.3%
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2.8%

16.7%

16.7%

11.2%

8.3%

17.6%

6.5%

14.8%

100.0%

82.4%

64.8%

97.2%

75.9%

72.2%

4.7%

81.5%

67.6%

91.7%

77.8%

3.1 I show respect for different races and ethnicities.

3.2 I represent individuals from various cultural,…

3.3 When I have students work in groups, I ensure…

3.4 I encourage my students to show appreciation for…

3.5 Students can talk openly about racial issues in my…

3.6 I use materials in my class that reflect my …

3.7 I consider race as a factor or predictor for student…

3.8 We discuss achievement gaps in my school.

3.9 I feel empowered to make a difference in…

3.10 My colleagues show respect for their peers of…

3.11 My colleagues have the skill set to positively…

Figure 41.  Cultural Relevance:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of Teacher 
Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 4.  Respectful Interaction and Pride 
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1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Oakland County Average
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Figure 42. Respectful Interaction and Pride:  School Comparisons of 
Teacher Scores
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3.8%
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17.9%

0.0%
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12.4%

8.5%

5.7%

0.0%

12.3%

100.0%

97.2%

82.9%

87.7%

89.6%

100.0%

69.8%

4.1 I treat all of my students with respect.

4.2 I encourage students to consider different
points of view.

4.3 My students take pride in their work.

4.4 My students put forth effort in my classes.

4.5 My students show me respect.

4.6 I tell my students that I am proud of their
performance.

4.7 I would send my children to this school.

Figure 43.  Respectful Interaction and Pride:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Teacher Responses

Not Sure 

Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Strand 5.  Engagement and Encouragement 
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Figure 44. Engagement and Encouragement:  School Comparisons of 
Teacher Scores
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0.0%

19.2%

1.9%

48.6%

2.9%

10.5%

1.0%

1.9%

1.0%

3.8%

1.0%

34.3%

4.8%

0.0%

10.6%

1.9%

15.2%

1.9%

13.3%

0.0%

3.8%

2.9%

5.7%

0.0%

7.6%

89.5%

100.0%

70.2%

96.2%

36.2%

95.2%

76.2%

99.0%

94.2%

96.2%

90.5%

99.0%

58.1%

5.1 Student learning is an important priority at my…

5.2 I encourage students to ask questions in class.

5.3 My students complete their assignments on time.

5.4 I use a variety of ways of teaching in my classes.

5.5 My students need more help than I can give them.

5.6 I use relevant technology to help my students…

5.7 My students have a desire to learn in school.

5.8 When students are confused, I am willing to do…

5.9 I measure part of my success by student learning.

5.10 I measure part of my success by student…

5.11 The curriculum I am responsible to teach…

5.12 I create a classroom atmosphere that supports…

5.13 Student thinking is visible on the walls of my…

Figure 45. Engagement and Encouragement:  District-Wide Frequency 
Distribution of Teacher Responses
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Strand 6.  Behavioral Expectations:  Frequency Distribution 
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Figure 46. Behavioral Expectations:  School Comparisons of Teacher 
Scores
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11.4%

5.7%

10.5%

1.0%

99.0%

85.7%

96.2%

61.0%

90.5%

61.9%

99.0%

6.1 I expect proper behavior from all my students.

6.2 My students behave appropriately in my
classes.

6.3 I enforce rules and expectations fairly.

6.4 My students come to class with all of their
supplies.

6.5 I start classes promptly each session.

6.6 Students help develop classroom rules.

6.7 Bullying is not tolerated.

Figure 47.  Behavioral Expectations:  District-Wide Frequency Distribution of 
Teacher Responses
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Disagree or 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Agree or 
Strongly 
Agree 
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Teacher Group  Analysis  
Figure 48.  Group Differences across Strands: Fair and Clear Practices

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Figure 49.  Group Differences across Strands: Caring Environment and Expectations 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Figure 50.  Group Differences across Strands: Cultural Relevance 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Figure 51.  Group Differences across Strands: Respectful Interaction and Pride 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Figure 52.  Group Differences across Strands: Engagement and Encouragement 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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Figure 53.  Group Differences across Strands: Behavior Standards 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 

4.25

4.22

3.86

4.44

4.01

3.92

4.17

4.04

4.17

4.07

4.36

4.22

3.99

4.15

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00

Other

Counseling

Special Education

Social Studies

Science

Math

Electives

ELA

16 or more

11-15

5-10

0-4

Female

Male

All Teachers

Behavior Standards Scale Score

Gender

Years of 
Experience 
Teaching

Teaching 
Content 
Area



36 | P a g e  
 

IV. Student -Teacher Comparison  
 

The analyses below compare students with teachers on the parallel questions within each strand (i.e., 

questions that asked about the same content but varied in the perspective of the survey respondent.  

The scale scores in this figure are different from the scale scores in prior tables because they are 

calculated from a subset of questions that were matched across student and teacher surveys.  

 

 

Figure 54.  Scale Score Comparison:  Students vs. Teachers 

 
Note.  The scale for these scores range from 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 5 (Strongly Agree). 
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