
 
 

East Hills Middle School PTO 
President’s Welcome 

 

Dear East Hills MS Families: 

 
 Welcome to the 2016-17 school year! My name is Wendy Schwartz, the EHMS PTO President 

for 2016-17. A little about me – I have a 6th grader at EHMS and a freshman at BHHS. I’ve been 
involved in PTOs and Parent Guilds, both in and outside of the BH district since 2009. I love the 

camaraderie that being part of such an organization brings – all sorts of people coming together to 

provide those special extra events for our students that gives them lasting memories and makes 
our schools unique. I have been directly involved in these community building events, helping to 

plan and manage the Activity Afternoons, volunteering at the Ice Cream Social, and attending the 

Parent Trivia Night Out. This year, I hope to extend the feeling of friendly cooperation that many of 
you experienced at Eastover by adding a few new events and continuing with those that the 

previous EHMS PTO board and past president, Tracey Kevelighan, started in 2015-16.  

  
 I know that when students enter a middle school building, the tendency is for families to be less 

involved, for many reasons. Our students seem to be growing up and don’t want or need their 
family to be present at school. However, research shows that it is still just as important to you to be 

as involved as you can be throughout your students’ school years, even through high school. 

Despite their objections, students whose families are involved in their schools do better 
academically, socially, and emotionally. According to Henderson and Berla (1994), "the most 

accurate predictor of a student's achievement in school is not income or social status but the extent 

to which that student's family is able to: 
1. Create a home environment that encourages learning 

2. Express high (but not unrealistic) expectations for their children's achievement and future careers  
3. Become involved in their children's education at school and in the community (p. 160)” 

 

 On behalf of the entire PTO executive board, I invite and encourage ALL families to join the 
EHMS PTO, attend our monthly meetings, and help the school community by helping for an hour 

or two at least one event. Your time and talent are invaluable to the entire school and mingling with 

other parents and family members is very enriching. 
 

Thank you very much for all of your support!  

Wendy Schwartz 
EHMS PTO President, 2016-17 

 
 

2016-17 EHMS PTO Executive Board:  
 Wendy Schwartz, President  
 Ranya Shbeib, Treasurer  

 Lisa Bower, Assistant Treasurer 

Erin Watson, President-Elect  
Chapri Paulateer, Secretary  

Tracey Kevelighan, Past President 
 

 

More PTO info on the next page  

  



 

 
 
EHMS PTO Membership  
 Now for a more academic description of the facts about our organization:  The EHMS PTO is 

organized for the purpose of supporting the education of our children at EHMS by fostering 

relationships among the school, parents, and teachers. This is accomplished in part by sponsoring 
programs, assemblies, activities, clubs and much more.  

 The PTO membership dues are $15.00 per family, regardless of the number of 

students you have at EHMS, and includes 1 directory  

 Additional directories are available for $5.00 each 

 

Fundraising Matters  
 Fundraising is always a most difficult part of any organization. I’ve been at the heart of 

fundraising campaigns for almost 7 straight years, so I know firsthand how hard it is to ask for 
money when families might be struggling financially. What I’ve discovered is that any little bit helps! 

Please read our overall plan and consider the money and time that you donate only enriches the 

lives of all of the students at EHMS. 
 The Bloomfield Hills School District continues to face budget cuts which puts pressure on PTOs 

to provide supplementary funds so we can continue provide the unique services and programs that 
our students and staff deserve. Therefore, the EHMS PTO Fundraising Campaign will continue to 

requests donations like we have in previous years. We are still requesting that all families donate 

an extra $10, $25, or $50 in the fall to support the student activities on the EHMS PTO budget. 
However, we will also be planning and implementing several other fundraising opportunities 

throughout the year, such as the Good Luck O’ Grams, Adult Trivia Night Out, and a Fun Run 

and/or Obstacle Course for students. We hope and encourage all families will be able to donate to 
these other fundraising events, too. The EHMS PTO cannot do this without your generous 

back to school donations now and throughout the school year. The following is a partial list of 

committees, programs, and activities your donations support: 

 

Activity Afternoon/Night  
Ice Cream Social  

8th Grade Party  

8th Grade Breakfast 

Sponsoring Four Afterschool Clubs  
Staff Appreciation Dinner/Breakfasts/Events 

Special Events/Assemblies  

Staff Wish List
 
The EHMS PTO encourages 100% participation in our Membership and Fundraising Campaigns. 

We know your wages are hard earned, so we appreciate any financial contribution you can make.  
 

If you have any questions or you would like to join a committee or help with an event, please 
contact Wendy Schwartz at 586-944-6716 (text preferred) or wendylrschwartz@gmail.com   
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