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Where did it come from and what is its 
purpose?

A. In 2009 the National Governors Association convened a 
group of educators to work on developing the standards.

B. Designed to "provide a consistent, clear understanding of 
what students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents 
know what they need to do to help them." Additionally, "The 
standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real 
world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young 
people need for success in college and careers," which will 
place American students in a position in which they can 
compete in a global economy.

  - Common Core State Standards Initiative.



● Provide a single set of consistent standards
● Less issue when students move or transfer 

from state to state
● Teachers sharing best practice (how vs. 

what)
● Technology infused: preparing students for 

the technology rich workforce
● Content knowledge and skill progression 

that will inform curriculum, instruction and 
assessment development.

● College and Career Readiness Standards

National Standards



What are they not?

● Do not define how teachers should teach
● Do not describe all that can or should be 

taught
● Do not define the nature of advanced work
● Do not define intervention methods or 

materials necessary to support students 
below grade level

● Not assessment
● Not teacher evaluation
● Standards, not curriculum



Why now?

● Disparate standards across states
● Student mobility
● Global competition
● Today’s jobs require different skills
● Colleges complaining of ill-prepared 

students and too much remediation



Why is this important for students, 
teachers, and parents? 

● Prepares students with the skills they need to 
succeed in college and work

● Ensures consistent expectations regardless 
of a student’s zip code

● Provides educators and parents with clear, 
focused and coherent guideposts

● Not a mile wide and inch deep



•The MEAP (grades 3-8 & 11) will move from 
October to spring (2015)

•Testing will be computer-based and adaptive 
to students’ responses:

selected response technology enhanced

constructed response performance tasks 

Shifts in Standardized Testing



Focus:
● Narrowing the concepts learned & linking 

them to real-world skills
● Stress understanding of key ideas and 

organizing principles of math (i.e. place 
value & fractions)

● Foster coherence to help ensure that 
students build skills within and across grade 
levels

Math (CCSS-M)



1. Make sense of problems & persevere in solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments & critique the reasoning 
of others.
4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for, and make use of, structure.
8. Look for, and express regularity in, repeated 
reasoning.

8 Mathematical Practices:



Flows leading to Algebra

Learning Progressions and CCSS from NCTM



N.MR.04.22 Locate fractions with denominators of 
12 or less on the number line; include mixed 
numbers.

4.NF.6 Use decimal notation for fractions with 
denominators 10 or 100. For example, rewrite 0.62 
as 62/100; describe a length as 0.62 meters; locate 
0.62 on a number line diagram.

Shifts: GLCE to CCSS



4.NF.7 Compare two decimals to hundredths by 
reasoning about their size. Recognize that 
comparisons are valid only when two decimals 
refer to the same whole. Record the results of 
comparisons with the symbols >, =, or <, and 
justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual 
model.

Number & Operations - 
Fractions



    Then ----------> Now
PARCC & Smarter
Balanced:



Understanding and 
applying fractions 



Application of place value
4.NBT.1 - Recognize that in a multi-digit whole number, a 
digit in one place represents ten times what it represents in 
the place to its right. 

Select all the statements that correctly describe 888,888.
● The 8 in the hundreds place has 10 times the value of 

the 8 in the tens place.
● The 8 in the ten thousands place has 100 times the value 

of the 8 in the thousands place.
● The 8 in the thousands place has 10 times the value of 

the 8 in the hundreds place.
● The 8 in the hundred thousands place has 100 times the 

value of the 8 in the thousands place. (tenmarks.com)



● Ask your child to explain their thinking 
○ when solving problems, or explaining their 

knowledge
● Help your child persevere when solving problems

○ rather than giving up, is there another way to 
solve this problem?

● Reinforce basic math facts and math fluency
○ addition, subtraction, multiplication & division

● Use creative ways to support math
○ look for patterns and call them out
○ connect math to everyday life

Supporting your child at 
home



Supporting your child at 
home
● Every child gets it (a.k.a pops) at different 

times. Support them where they are and 
exercise patience.

● If they are frustrated with your help, try a 
different approach or give them some time 
and try again with something they are 
interested in.

● If your child is interested in technology, 
utilize some of the free resources to try and 
“hook” them or to help things “click.”



Key Features: 4 areas of focus
● Reading: Text complexity and the growth of 

comprehension
○ sophistication of material
○ skill with which students read

■ discern more, make fuller use of the text
■ make connections between text and prior knowledge, 

using textual evidence to support understanding
● Writing: Text types, responding to reading, research

○ skills: plan, revise, edit, publish
○ types: argument, informative, narrative
○ connection to reading, responding to a text, evidence 

from a literary and informational text
○ research 

ELA (CCSS-E)



● Speaking & Listening: Flexible communication & 
collaboration
○ oral communication and interpersonal skills:

■ formal presentations, team collaboration
■ express & listen to ideas
■ integrate information from oral, visual, quantitative 

and media sources
■ evaluate what they hear
■ adapt speech to context and task

● Language: Conventions, effective use, and 
vocabulary
○ essential “rules” of standard written & spoken English
○ language as a matter of craft and informed choice
○ vocabulary 

ELA (CCSS-E)



Key Shifts in ELA

1. Regular practice with complex texts and academic 
vocabulary.
a. Staircase of complexity vs. quantity 
b. Building academic language (ignite, commit, inquire, 

etc)
2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence 

from texts (both fiction and nonfiction).
a. Sequence and detail
b. Crafting an argument and sharing information
c. Evidence-based writing 

3.  Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction.  



Distribution of literary and 
informational passages by 
grade 
(2009 NAEP* Reading 
Framework)

*National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) 

Areas of Emphasis 

Distribution of 
communicative purposes by 
grade (Writing) 
(2011 NAEP Writing 
Framework)

Grade Literary Informational

4 50% 50%

8 45% 55%

12 30% 70%

Grade To 
Persuade

To 
Explain

To Convey 
Experience

4 30% 35% 35%

8 35% 35% 30%

12 40% 40% 20%



● CCSS focuses on evidence-based communication (reading, 
writing, and speaking).
○ students have rich conversations which are dependent on 

a common text.
● Emphasis is placed on reading and understanding more 

complex texts to prepare students for college and work.
○ “complex text”: density of information, multiple and/or 

subtle themes and purposes, unfamiliar settings or 
events, complex sentences, uncommon vocabulary, and 
longer paragraphs.

● Writing shifts to focus on the use of evidence to inform or 
make an argument rather than the personal narrative or 
other forms of decontextualized prompts.  Students respond 
to the ideas, events, facts and arguments present in the texts 
they read.  

Areas of Emphasis 





Vertical Alignment

Assoc. of State Supervisors of Mathematics NCTM annual conference



Upon graduation students will:
● Demonstrate independence in reading and 

writing
● Build a strong content knowledge through 

exposure to a wide range of high quality texts
● Respond to the varying demands of audience, 

task, purpose, and discipline
● Comprehend as well as critique
● Value evidence
● Use technology and digital media strategically 

and capably 
● Understand other perspectives and cultures 

Outcomes 



● Don’t be afraid to look at the standards for 
your child’s grade level.
○ The Appendices provide:

■ Background/research on the design & 
creation of the standards (Appendix A)

■ Text exemplars & sample performance tasks
(Appendix B)

■ Samples of student writing (Appendix C)
● Create a balance of reading opportunities at 

home between literary and informational 
texts.
○ Nonfiction: books about history, social studies, 

science, the arts, charts and maps.

Supporting your child at 
home



● Engage your child with the texts you read 
together.
○ ask your student to identify key concepts
○ ask follow up questions “who,” “what,” “where,” 

“when,” and “why”
○ ask your child to make predictions

● Encourage your child to write, not only 
narratives and opinions, but also 
explanations and reports
○ how to make his/her favorite cookie
○ the journey he/she took while holiday shopping

Supporting your child at 
home



Common Core at Eastover

We will continue to provide opportunities to model and 
promote Common Core thinking moves in the classroom: 

Interpret
Analyze

Perspective
Reasoning

Justify
Clarify

Question
Reflect 



What it might sound or look like at 
Eastover 

● Launch or Productive Struggle

Builds understandings

Clarify or justify thinking

Uncovers prior knowledge

● Headlines

Summarizing

Captures the heart of topic/ideas

● Step inside/Circle of Viewpoints

Perspective taking

Reflection



What it might sound or look like at 
Eastover (cont)

● Claim, Support, Question

Define the problem

Analyze and interpret patterns to make claims

Use reasoning to justify your evidence and answers

● What makes you say that?

Builds explanations

Promotes reasoning with evidence

● Question starts

Sets stage for deeper inquiry

Evaluate and Reflect on questions or wonderings



Type of learning Common Core and VT 
are NOT looking to foster 

● Memorization
● Basic recall
● Typical “worksheet” thinking
● Surface learning



Video clip link/s

http://achievethecore.
org/page/762/introductory-videos-on-the-
common-core-state-standards

http://achievethecore.org/page/762/introductory-videos-on-the-common-core-state-standards
http://achievethecore.org/page/762/introductory-videos-on-the-common-core-state-standards
http://achievethecore.org/page/762/introductory-videos-on-the-common-core-state-standards
http://achievethecore.org/page/762/introductory-videos-on-the-common-core-state-standards


“There are so many more skills involved 
now.  In one standard, they will ask the 
child to critique and evaluate, 
comprehend and discern.  The 
challenge for us is to turn them from 
answering machines into thinking 
machines.”    -Mr.Bui, 

educator   



“These standards should be 
looked at by teachers and 
administrators as a floor and 
not a ceiling for students’ 
achievement.”    -Reeves, 2011

Educational Researcher 

  



Learn more
● Common Core Standards Initiative    

www.corestandards.org
● Videos from the Hunt Institute (several 

titles that include interviews with CCSS 
authors explaining the standards)

     www.youtube.com/thehuntinstitute

http://www.corestandards.org
http://www.corestandards.org
http://www.youtube.com/thehuntinstitute


Contact Info

Eastover Elementary
Carey Crocker, Principal ccrocker@bloomfield.
org 

Directors of Learning Services
Christine DiPilato cdipilato@bloomfield.org 
Heidi Kattula hkattula@bloomfield.org
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