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Transportation Earns 25th Consecutive Perfect Inspection
The Bloomfield Hills Schools Transportation Department earned a perfect state bus inspection for the 25th year in a row!
This award is even more impressive considering BHS owns their buses, and the department has been short-staffed. A
special thanks to mechanics Rich Hella, Les Dietz, and Ken Weaver!

Bowers School Farm Visits
Classrooms

BHHS Model UN Hosts Fall
Conference

Rose & Schultz on Diversity
Champion Honor Roll

“It is our goal to bring authentic learning experiences to the
classroom,” Alan Jaros, Bowers School Farm Educational
Leader and MSU Extension Educator says. “In addition to
extensive educational programming at the farm, we have
brought animals to schools, hosted pop-up school farms,
and virtually connected with classes. With the help of a
BHS Foundation grant, we hope to soon have additional
equipment to broadcast farm experiences.”

“Model UN is a fantastic opportunity,” Anthony Nwagwu
BHHS student says. “We have a lot of experienced and
successful debaters this year.” “We truly are an amazing
team, and we are all friends,” adds Emily Smith, one
of four student Secretary Generals. “We’ve won the
state championship four years in a row, so we bring our
dedication and our knowledge to this program.”

Vanessa Rose and Margaret Schultz were honored as new
members of the Diversity Champion Honor Roll.

When the Farm visited Bloomin’ Preschools, students
excitedly petted a lamb and learned about animals and
what life is like on the farm.

The Bloomfield Hills High School Model UN Team
recently hosted more than 1,000 students for the 22nd
Annual SouthEast Michigan Model United Nations
Association (SEMMUNA) Fall Conference. As the largest
high school Model UN event in the state of Michigan, the
event attracted 40 student teams in Michigan.

Eastover Elementary students skyped with Bowers Farm
staff. “My class was learning about magnetism and we
started to discuss Cow Magnets,” Dana Byrd, 4th Grade
Teacher, says. Jaros showed students a model of a cow’s
stomach and technology used in modern day agriculture.

Continued on page 2...

Rose, English Teacher and Assistant Boys Varsity Basketball
Coach at Bloomfield Hills High School, represents the best
of Bloomfield Hills Schools. She builds a culture centered
on student voice and the recognition of the diversity
that student voice allows. She serves as a highly valued
facilitator at our Institute for Healing Racism.
Schultz’s career as a teacher and Associate Principal is
defined by her passion for promoting and supporting
equity and inclusion. Known for her “students
first” approach, Schultz trains staff in restorative
practices and community building in classrooms.
Schultz also trains high school students to mentor and
discuss equity and inclusion with middle school students.

Model UN continued...
“This is the first time we hosted SEMMUNA in the new Bloomfield Hills High School,”
Smith says. Nwagwu explains how the new building provides an exceptional space for
Model UN events, “The ability to host it here allows us to really cultivate the Model UN
community. Our school is very large and each space is built for collaboration. One of
the big key points in diplomacy and Model UN is to collaborate with other countries
and delegates to fix a world problem. I think BHHS provides the optimum environment
to promote that.”
The SEMMUNA conference had a variety of topics, a big draw for attending schools.
“We had a good balance of committees, something for all levels,” Smith says. Many
students were assigned to General Assembly committees such as Children in Conflict,
Use of Social Media by Terrorist Organizations, Eradication of Poverty, and AIDS in
Africa. Other special committees covered topics such as food insecurity in Yemen,
nuclear arms in North Korea, emerging energy, water stress, and the unionization of
domestic workers.
BHHS Freshman Paul Silaghi, a first-time participant and representing Ethiopia, reflects
on his experience, “Today I learned about collaboration among various countries and
how we can all come together to solve common issues.”
“We had some crazy topics like the weaponization of space that are both interesting
and more challenging for our varsity members,” Smith adds. Niveytha Nithiyananthan,
a BHHS student who organized both the opening and closing ceremonies of the
conference, concurs, “These are topics you don’t really think about in school, so it
makes you push harder.”

Disabilities Awareness Day
Fourth grade students in Bloomfield Hills Schools had the unique experience of
learning how to be inclusive and what it might be like to live with a disability.
“We all include everyone with everything,” Hayden Schwartzenfeld, BHS student,
explains. “We meet new friends and have more friends. Disabilities Awareness Day is
a great way for kids to learn what disabilities people might have, what it feels like, and
how to live your life with a disability.”
Stations were set up with exhibits sharing how it might feel to be blind, deaf, or have
learning or physical challenges. A vision station provided goggles designed to show
what specific visual impairments feel like, including macular degeneration, low vision,
or a stroke to one eye. Students were shown Braille and wrote their name in Braille on
strips of paper. Many stations emphasized the idea that when one sense is impaired,
other senses become heightened to help a person compensate.

State Senator Stabenow visited several committee rooms at the conference and was
impressed with the fact that students were discussing high-level current events. “We
were in a room where we were talking about North Korea,” says Stabenow. “There are
no easy answers on that one at all, but it’s really important that people have to grapple
with things to see that it’s not easy.” Stabenow was invited by Brady Crimmins, BHHS
Junior, who had met her at a local charity event.

At one station, students examined the school’s physical features to ensure that the
building was up to code. “Our school tries to fix things so everyone can have equal
access,” Kathryn Ho, BHS student says. “We build ramps and fix things for people with
disabilities so everyone can fit in and feel welcome. It’s important to be kind so no one
is left out.”

Rachel Kalusniak, a 2016 BHHS alumnae and president of the Model UN Club at
Grand Valley State University, chaired a committee debating the rebuilding of Iraq.
She agrees that the students came well-prepared to the conference. “Everyone seems to
know the details, like how much monetary aid their countries are willing to give. That
is very impressive because it can be hard to find at times.”
“I enjoy seeing how my peers get involved and what they learn from the experience,”
Akram Albeer, BHHS student says. Students were expected to stay in character during
the debates. “Students represent the ideas and themes of countries they are assigned,”
explains Nwagwu. “In order to realistically come up with a solution, you have to
represent the international community to the best of your ability.”
The BHHS Model UN Team is excited to announce their plans to host a first-of-its-kind
Multi-Lingual Model UN Conference on Saturday, February 3, 2018. This conference
will be organized by BHHS students who are fluent in a variety of world languages
including German, Italian, Spanish, Mandarin, French, and Arabic. All of the debates
will be completed in languages other than English.

East Hills Students Create Business to Help
Penguins
Thanks to a Bloomfield Hills Schools Education Foundation grant, East Hills Middle
School students Asani Henry, Malik Paulateer, and Gary Winterswere able to create
their own water bottle business named, “The Waddle Bottle!” One hundred percent
of profits were donated to help penguins.

Live Animal & Conservation
Presentation
Did you know that there are over 1300 species of bats
in the world? Or that some frogs breathe through their
skin? West Hills Middle School students were excited to
learn these facts and more while watching a live animal
presentation by the Organization for Bat Conservation.
Students learned about the relationship between plants
and animals and how humans impact biodiversity and
protect ecosystems amidst environmental changes.

Girls Golf Wins Oakland
County Championship!

BHHS Jills Concerts

Black Hawks Varsity Girls Golf won the Oakland
County Division 1 Championship, edging Lake Orion
by one stroke.
Mikaela Schulz (Junior, Co-Captain) was the individual
tournament champion shooting a 2 under par 70. Lizzie
Pierce (Junior, Co-aptain) carded a 77, finishing in
a tie for 9th place individually. The victory was a true
team effort as Junior Cassidy Proctor and Senior Grace
Wroldsen both shot 90 to clinch the title. Rounding out
the Black Hawk team effort was Junior Nicole Grace
shooting a 97.
Coach Brendan Harrington was awarded “Coach of the
Year” for Oakland County.

BHMS Design & Technology

“I really loved this season with the Jills!” Lauren
Walkon, BHHS student exclaims. The Jills performed
at the Greenfield Village, the Detroit Opera House, in
conjunction with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and
with other musical groups at the Bloomfield Hills High
School Collage Concert. Among the music selections
was ‘Carol of the Bells,’ with the students playing hand
bells. “I love singing and playing the bells because it’s
really fun to see how each person has a different note
and to listen to how it all blends together!” Niveytha
Nithiyananthan, senior Jills member, says. “You can
hear a lot of vocal blending, which shows a connection
that individuals can have with one another,” Sophie
Beeckman, fellow senior adds.

“Everything we build, we test,” Keith Kimmel, BHMS
Design and Tech Teacher says. “If it’s a top, we spin it. If
it’s a rocket, we launch it. If it’s a robot or a car, we race it.
Students are always thinking about what they can do to
make things work, and how to make them better.”
“I enjoy the designing process because it’s fun to find
solutions for problems,” Rose Choudhary, 8th grader,
shares. “I also do Robotics after school; Design and Tech
and Robotics go hand in hand.”

Veterans Day Tribute Concert

Make A Difference Day

West Hills Middle School students invited family, friends,
and veterans to enjoy a Veterans Day performance. “We
had the chance to honor the people who fought for our
country,” says Jaymie Miller, 4th grader.

Over 150 volunteers arrived at Cass Community Social
Services in Detroit for Make a Difference Day, an annual
event organized by the PTOC. “Working as a team is
better than working alone, and it was fun!” exclaims
Amanda Vieira, 8th grader.

“I had a great-grandfather that fought in WWII, and I
wish that he could be here right now,” Sabryn Kallabat,
8th grader, shares. “It meant a lot to me to get to perform
in this concert. This was a really great opportunity for
all the veterans to be recognized for their service.”
“This program fulfilled the Rights and Responsibilities
PYP unit and builds our school’s community, but it also
gave us the chance to thank people for our freedoms,”
Eve Pierre, Choir Director says.

Students packed donations, collected trash outside, and
created recycled door mats. Ainsley Smith, elementary
student, volunteered to make hamburgers with high
school students. “If we were homeless, it would be nice
to have people helping like we’re helping today,” Smith
says.
Over $5,000 was donated to CCSS, enough to purchase a
roof for a tiny home for low-income residents.

IB World Religions Class Promotes Awareness
in a Diverse World
Beginning with the 2016-17 school year, Bloomfield Hills High School began offering
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme World Religions, an honors-level
elective that aims to introduce students to different belief systems and religions from
around the world. Taking advantage of the diverse BH community, BHHS students
and local places of worship forged partnerships that fostered religious and cultural
exploration.
The following is a reflection by Basil Al Subee, BHHS Student, of his experience in the
program:
As students choose their courses for next year, it is important to ask: What entices
students to pick a certain class over the other? In Bloomfield Hills Schools, students have
a broader understanding of the term “education.” Our horizons expand beyond class
lectures and note-taking. This creates room for unparalleled intellectual stimulation,
hands-on learning, creativity, exploration, and, most rewarding of all, the opportunity
to mentally and emotionally challenge oneself. These enthralling opportunities are all
presented within IB World Religions, a class I have grown to know and love.
On the very first day, Mr. MacLeod challenged us with a barrage of philosophical
questions that every religion sets out to answer. I knew this class was perfectly tailored
for me. It gave me the license to truly think for myself, to explore on my own terms,
and to see matters beyond the scope of my own religious lens.
Mr. MacLeod structured the class so that each student explored an area of research
of their own choice. This individualized approach made learning more engaging
and gave us room to passionately explore areas previously unfamiliar to us. Studying
the Judaism faith sparked my passion to truly understand a faith that I had no prior
exposure with. That passion was funneled and fostered through Mr. MacLeod’s
guidance.
However, the most notable benefit that a student gains from IB World Religions is an
exponentially amplified understanding of others. We had the opportunity of hosting
a panel of guest speakers ranging across five different religions, as well as visiting at
least one place of worship significant to each individual faith. This direct and handson experience might have been too intimidating for a student to embark on alone; but
it proved to be the most enlightening and essential part of the class. With a clear gaze
into peoples’ cultural and religious traditions, we gained an increased understanding
and empathy towards one another at a time where we need it the most.
IB World Religions was a class that has truthfully affected me to my very core. I am
proud to be part of the shared cultural and religious empathy that my class cultivated.
I have even grown more understanding and passionate towards my own faith.
IB World Religions is a class that is beyond vital to every member of our continuously
globalizing society, particularly to the youth of our diverse Bloomfield Hills community.
I am so glad that we offer it at Bloomfield Hills High School.

Storm Water Management &
Pollution Reduction

A bioswale located within the BHS district. Bioswales are
landscape features designed to help remove silt and stop
pollutants from running off into waterways.

salt, fertilizers, pet waste, sediment from construction, and
discarded litter. These storm water pollutants impair our
waterways, discourage recreational use, create health risks,
and degrade habitats for aquatic life. Under the SWMP, BHS
is working to develop and implement best management
practices to reduce pollution from storm water runoff as
well as to promote public education. Examples of BHS’ best
management practices include street sweeping, catch basin
cleanouts, employee training, and installing bioswales.

Bloomfield Hills Schools (BHS) has developed a Storm
Water Management Program (SWMP) to reduce storm
water pollution from district-owned properties. The SWMP
is a requirement of BHS’ MS4 permit with the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality. The SWMP is on file,
and available for review at the Physical Plant Service Office
located at 4220 Andover Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302.
How can you help protect storm water? By properly disposing
of pet waste, minimizing de-icing salt usage and lawn chemical
Polluted storm water runoff is often transported by conveyance
applications, and never dumping anything into storm drains.
systems into our local streams, ponds, and lakes. Common
If you see evidence of illegal dumping, please contact BHS
pollutants include oil and grease from roadways, de-icing
immediately at (248) 341-5480.

Conant Elementary Students Visit Bowers
School Farm
It was a sunny, cool, crisp autumn morning, perfect for a bumpy tractor ride at the 90acre Bowers School Farm! Conant Elementary students squealed with excitement
as they arrived at a huge pumpkin patch.
“Pumpkins aren’t just for carving!” says Amy Cardin, Farm Guide. “These pumpkins
can be cooked as pies, a side dish, in soup, and in many delicious recipes. After you
select your pumpkin, we’ll head back and you’ll experience how delicious fresh
pumpkin can be!”
The students came back to the Bowers classroom to cook their treats. “Who likes
pudding?” Cardin asks. “And have you ever tried pumpkin pudding?” Each student
put all the ingredients in a plastic bag, including a large scoop of cooked pumpkin,
grown from seed and cooked in Bowers kitchen. Students then massaged the bag
until the ingredients were well mixed.
“This is so much fun!” Michael Daniels, first grade student, exclaims excitedly, “I can’t
wait to eat it!.” The final step was to cut the corner of the bag and squeeze the filling
into cups. “Wow, this is delicious!” Maggie Cochrane, student, says. “I can’t wait to
do this again at home, with my very own pumpkin!”

West Hills Students Visit Global Village
Sixth grade students in West Hills Middle School had the unique and amazing
opportunity to visit Howell Nature Center’s Global Village. The Nature Center
features five model homes representing how people live in Zambia, Thailand, Peru,
and the Appalachian regions.
“The most interesting part of the field trip was going into each of the houses and
learning how they live,” says Leah Kendal, 6th Grader. Students learned about daily
life, including details such as what people eat, how their homes are constructed, how
to raise animals to support their lifestyles, and games that children play. Students
were also provided with statistics on where the most people in the world live, in
conjunction with where the most resources are.
A highlight of the trip was when students prepared and cooked their own lunch, using
many foods that are commonly eaten in some of the featured cultures. Students built
their own fires, chopped vegetables, and enjoyed a meal of rainbow quinoa, potatoes,
rice, and vegetables mixed with spices.
After a full day of learning, students left the Global Village with a deeper understanding
of how different people around the world live, and how fortunate we are in our
community to have electricity, fresh water, food, and easily accessible resources.
Students gained a great global perspective at this fun full-day field trip.
“The Global Village field trip showed how communities in different parts of the world
just want the same thing that we do,” Kendal reflects. “Everyone wants the same thing,
to live to the next day and just be with their families.”

Stephanie Olson: Lone Pine Art Teacher
Leads Creatively

West Hills Middle School & Way Elementary
Celebrate Their 50th Anniversaries

“Art class is my favorite place to go, because I love drawing!” says Zuheir Sibai, a 2nd grade student
in Stephanie Olson’s class in Lone Pine Elementary School. Olson, also the Content Area Leader
in Bloomfield Hills Schools, is leading K-8 art programs in the transition to Teaching for Artistic
Behavior (TAB). She has attended training partially funded through a BHS Foundation grant.

This fall, WHMS and Way Elementary celebrated 50 years!
Staff and community members shared their thoughts and memories:
“What is great about having schools celebrating their 50th anniversary is we are now
having a third generation of kids attending schools in the same place where their
families and grandparents attended,” Leo Savoie, Bloomfield Township Supervisor
says. “It gives a continuity to the area and a feeling of ‘home.’”

TAB is a nationally recognized choice-based art education approach to teaching art. It empowers
students to make choices during the creative process and respond to their own ideas and interests.
Olson has organized the art room in Lone Pine Elementary into seven different areas, called studios:
Painting, Drawing, Digital Arts/Photography, Printmaking, Collage, Sculpture/Architecture, and
Ceramics. Other Bloomfield Hills elementary schools have also begun the TAB program this
school year.
When students work at a studio of their choice, they are more engaged and invested in what they’re
creating. “I love that we get to build and paint!” Ava Pierre, 2nd grader, exclaims. “I like the
Sculpture Studio, too!”

“When I think about great memories at West Hills, all of them involve students.” says
Debbie Steaban, who has worked at West Hills for 19 years as a secretary. She is one
of the many friendly faces you’ll see when you first enter the building. “I have been
lucky enough to be surrounded by children all of these years. I love their excitement,
and watching them change from young 4th graders to confident 8th graders heading
off to high school.”
Nearly 700 West Hills Middle School students and staff formed a giant “50” to celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary.

“I like that the stations help us to be creative,” explains Madisyn Durfield, 2nd grader. “I’m making
a zoo with a frog inside. It has a sun, water, and a girl. It is a painting, but I’m using lots of
materials. Art is so fun!”

“Being around for 50 years means there’s a legacy of interesting curriculums,
wonderful staff members, wonderful families and great learning,” Adam Scher, Way
Elementary Principal, says.

When Olson opens a new studio, she encourages students to learn specific skills. “I try to make
it a game, and give them a challenge,” Olson explains. “As soon as the Sculpture Studio opens,
students want to use the hot glue gun. In order to get the privilege of using the hot glue gun, they
need to participate in the attachment challenge, which means they can’t use tape, glue, or staples.
They are asked to create a sculpture, and come up
with four different ways to attach things together in
creative ways. They can use straws, pipe cleaners,
tin foil, and random objects. It’s a good way to push
students to think creatively.”

“I love the fact that we have, in just this building, about 50 or 60 different countries
of origin,” Mark Honeyman, WHMS Language Arts Teacher, notes.
“I joined the community three years ago when my daughter began kindergarten,”
Nisha Doshi Reddy, Way PTO President says. “It truly is something significant to
celebrate to have 50 years of success for our children. For us, this is a celebration of
not only the school community but for our entire community as a whole.”
“When I first began working in here 30 years ago, there was one rotary phone in each
classroom,” Dave Barrett, WHMS Teacher, reminisces.

Maurice Hall excitedly shares, “I drew my name out
of clay! Art class is so cool!” His Kindergarten class
received the privilege of working with clay in the
Sculpture Studio. “I love painting and drawing and
love playing with Legos in the Architecture Studio,”
Jaxon Falcon, Kindergartener, adds. “Art class is
awesome!”

Way Elementary invited families and community members to
a celebration with ice cream, activities, and motown music.

Jan Seaton, Media Center Specialist, shares, “West Hills is and always has been a
place of connection. The students and employees are my family, and West Hills is
my home.”

Olson has also lead many projects where students
have created art pieces and donated them to local
children’s hospitals.
In 2014, third grade students created brightlycolored canvas paintings of a puppy, piglet, teddy
bear, and cat which were hung in the new pediatric
clinic in the neuroscience center at Beaumont
Hospital, Royal Oak. “It was such a memorable
experience for the students,” Kathleen Janelle, IB
Teacher Leader, MYP Coordinator, Bloomfield
Hills Middle School says. “The students were
excited that other children may look at their
paintings and feel joy.”
Most recently, Hayden Schwartzenfeld was inspired
to ask his third grade class to help design a coloring
book to donate to C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital,
University of Michigan. After having cardiovascular
surgery he felt he could help other children facing
health challenges. “I called and asked Target and
Allegra Printing to donate crayons and coloring
books,” Schwartzenfeld explains. “Mrs. Olson was a
lot of help, too. I asked my classmates if they could
draw friendly monsters for the coloring book. I
drew a monster that has a speech bubble that says ‘I
hope you feel better.’ ”

Trending on Twitter...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rachel Salisz @SenoraSalisz: What an incredible day! My 6th graders read libros they made w/ adorable 2nd graders at @AoAInDetroit!
PKSports: @TEAM2834 awarded at GM tech center as GM’s team of year @BHBlackHawks Amazing accomplishment
Jen Teal @jentealteach: Congratulations on being published, Darby! Exciting when in-school writing is real-world writing!
Jason Rubel @JasonRubel: Early morning send off @EastHills5_8 8th graders - have fun in Gettysburg and DC
@KateLenniePhilp: Books to read & books to sing, thank you @BHSFoundationMI for the wonderful addition to the music room! @LonePineSchool
@RobDurecka: EHMS vs WHMS 7th grade Boys BB. Exciting game today! @castellani_tony @AndyGignac @JasonRubel @bhschools
Cindy B Livingston @eastovermedia: Kids thinking about how tech changes our lives. Kids coding @EastoverEagles #HourOfCode2017

BHS Students & Faculty Act in Community Theater Production
By: Julia Eisenshtadt, BHHS Student
Putting on a musical is a community effort for the
Bloomfield Players, a non-profit organization who
performed Beauty and the Beast at the Bloomfield Hills
High School theater.
“Our mission is to put on a show that is family friendly and
that is enjoyed by audiences of all ages,” Stacy Gittleman,
co-producer and Bloomfield Players board member, says.
“Older people can spend time with their friends and
family. Children and teens get to experience working
with professionally seasoned actors. Together we strive to
provide a great show for the Bloomfield Hills community.”
Jay Schumacher, East Hills Middle School Choir and Drama
Director, played Lumière in Beauty and the Beast, for the
Bloomfield Players Community Theater. “His performance was
amazing!” says Kathryn Rheaume, DHH Counselor and Teacher.

Annaliese Wilbur, Bloomfield Hills High School Junior,
took on the role of Belle. Wilbur describes how the
production required many hours of behind the scenes

Eastover Plant Exhibition
“Let me tell you about the different parts of the plant,” Nicholas
Costis, second grader says. “The roots hold the plant in place and
take up water, the stem holds up the leaves, and the leaves make
the food. The flower lets the seeds fall out, making more plants.”
Second graders in Eastover Elementary invited family and friends
to attend the Plant Exhibition. “The exhibition covered our whole
unit on plants, encompassing reading, writing, and our thinking
routines,” explains Michelle Scherer, Second Grade Teacher.
Noelle Bahri, student, describes some of the strategies of these
thinking routines, “We generate thoughts and place them into
categories: Needs, Excitements, Surprises, Worries. As you see
from this chart, these are the many questions we have before we
began. It is fun to look at it and see what happened and didn’t
happen.”
Students delved into learning through real life experiences
including harvesting potatoes and cooking soup for guests of the
exhibition. “We have the wonderful opportunity to grow the food
from seeds in our school garden and cook it in our mobile kitchen,”
says Jamie Goldschmidt, Visible Thinking and Sustainability
Coordinator.
Marcello Kunath guided his family through the classroom, showing
off his projects. “We eat different parts of the plant depending
on what it is,” Kunath explains. “Roots are potatoes and carrots.
Broccoli and celery are stems. Cabbage and spinach are leaves.
Flowers turn into fruit like apples, cherries, and pumpkins. We eat
sunflower seeds too!”

work including casting, marketing, and three-hour
rehearsals each day-- but in the end, it was worth it.
“Being in the show has definitely given me more
professional experience,” she says. “I met so many
mentors. It was such an incredible resource for talent.
In a community theater, you meet people who have been
acting or singing their whole lives.”
Wilbur was offered the role of Belle over women twice her
age. The cast ranged from eight to 73 years old.
To Gittelman, the best part of the show is seeing the
audience laugh and support their friends and family on
stage. “Our next show is Willy Wonka onstage at BHHS in
January-February 2018.”
For more information about the Bloomfield Players, visit
bloomfieldplayers.org.

In addition to his daily classroom inspiration, Honeyman leads two well-attended
student clubs: Book Club and Count Me In.
“Count Me In is an anti-bullying club, and it’s really helped me throughout the year,”
Harker says. “It makes me feel like I really belong, and like I am not alone.” “Everyone
has a chance to share your feelings and insecurities,” Stern adds. “It’s a community
that will support you no matter what. Mr. Honeyman will listen to you personally
and help you through any struggle that you’re going through.”
“I joined the Book Club this year because I wanted to become a better reader,” Jack
Abel, 8th grader, shares. “I have been motivated and a better student in general.”
Kotian adds, “I joined Book Club last year as a 7th grader, and it was definitely a great
experience for me. I read books I never would have thought about reading at home.”
The affection between Honeyman and his students clearly goes in both directions.

Mark Honeyman: Excellence In Education
Award Winner
Congratulations to Mark Honeyman, BHS Teacher, who recently received the Excellence
in Education Award! Honeyman was featured on WXYZ News and received a $1,500
cash prize and a $500 grant from the Michigan Lottery.

“Learning is an incredible leap of faith and an act of courage,” Honeyman says. “An
award like this is a testament to the support and engagement that thousands of
kids who have walked into my room have given me over the years. I couldn’t have
done any of the things I’ve done if it wasn’t for the love and incredible trust that my
students have graced me with every day. My name is on the award, but the spirit of
the students is what drove it.”

Sydney Harker, WHMS 8th grader, submitted Honeyman’s nomination for the award.
“Sydney wrote an essay explaining everything she had gained from being a student of
mine, including being in Book Club and Count Me In Club,” Honeyman says. “It was
incredible, she managed to capture the essence of what I try to bring into my classroom,
every core value that I try to represent. It was a huge honor.” Harker also created a video
that was shared with Honeyman during the taping.
“I was thinking of my favorite teachers, and thought about what I could do to make
them happy,” Harker explains. “I looked up ‘best teacher awards in Michigan,’ and
found this one.”
The Excellence in Education Award recognizes outstanding K-12 teachers and staff who
are making a significant impact in the lives of Michigan students through demonstrating
excellence, dedication, inspiration, leadership, and effectiveness. Honeyman is in the
running for the Educator of the Year Award and a $10,000 grand prize.
“I’ve never had a teacher like Mr. Honeyman,” says Lindsey Zousmer, another of
Honeyman’s students. “I could be having the worst day, and I walk into his class, and I
automatically get a smile on my face. He genuinely shows that he cares about us more
than anything. Every day when we walk out of class, he tells us that he loves us. I’ve
never had a teacher that makes me feel so special, and that I belong.”
“Mr. Honeyman is a great teacher because he allows all of his students to think,” says
Akita Kotian, student. “He wants you to take something away from your work, and not
only is it a better understanding of what you are working on, but it’s how to continue to
think about things like that for the rest of your life.”
Benji Stern, 8th grader, adds, “What makes Mr. Honeyman so special is that he stands
by you. He’ll wake up at 5:30 in the morning and come to school early to help you
learn.”

Lone Pine Celebrates Outdoor Learning
The Lone Pine Elementary outdoor classroom is available for all students and
overlooks a meadow and pond. Students often see wildlife such as geese, swans,
groundhogs, and frogs in the area.
“The students love it!” Denise Brandt, Media Specialist, shares. “I surprised them
by saying we were going on a ‘field trip.’ I flung a large bag full of seat cushions over
my shoulder, grabbed a stack of nature magazines (Ranger Rick JR) and we headed
down to our outdoor classroom. Once students found a boulder to sit on, I had them
take a moment to close their eyes and listen to what is around us. Students have the
opportunity to read magazines all year long in the media center, however when I take
them down to our outdoor classroom, the experience becomes something special. ”

Bloomfield Hills Schools district residents 55+ years are eligible for the Senior Gold Card
Program. Gold Card holders are entitled to FREE admittance to home athletic events
(except playoff games governed by MHSAA regulations), dramatic productions, and musical
programs. To get your free Gold Card visit www.bloomfield.org/GoldCard or call 248.341.6352.

Visit the Johnson Nature Center
Start a new tradition with your family! Visit the Johnson Nature Center
at 3325 Franklin Road in Bloomfield Hills. The Visitor Center has
seasonal displays of wildlife, nature themed puppets and toys for children
to play with, and a fireplace to warm you up. Just outside you can visit
our resident deer and rescued red-tailed hawk. Visitor Center hours are
Noon-3:00 pm on both Saturdays and Sundays.

Pure Maple Syrup and Honey
Johnson Nature Center maple syrup and honey make great holiday gifts!
Stop by the Nature Center between 8:00 am - 4:00 pm on weekdays. If you
would like to check on availability, please call 248.341.6487.

Winter Bird Banding
See common resident birds up close on Saturday, February 3, 2018 at
9:00 am. Allen Chartier, one of Michigan’s premier birding experts, will
capture, identify, measure, band, and release birds that visit the Nature
Center bird feeders.

Trails
The grounds are crisscrossed with more than two miles of pleasant trails,
fit for snowshoeing in winter weather. Snowshoes are available for rent
at the Nature Center on weekends ($3 person/$10 family of 4 per hour).
Trails are open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-dusk and Saturday & Sunday,
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Rights under Family Education
Rights and Privacy Act
The Family Education Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents
and students who are 18 years of age
or older (“eligible students”) certain
rights with respect to students’
education records.
1. The Right to Inspect and Review
Education Records: Parents or
eligible students have the right
to inspect and review students’
education records within 45 days
of the day the District receives
a request for access. The request
should be submitted in writing to
the school principal, identifying
the record(s) that the parent or
eligible student requests to access.
2. The Right to Request the
Amendment of the Student’s
Education Records that the
Parent or Eligible Student Believes
are Inaccurate or Misleading:
Parents or eligible students may
ask Bloomfield Hills Schools to
amend a record that they believe
is inaccurate or misleading.
They should write to the school
principal, clearly identify the part
of the record they want changed,
and specify what is inaccurate or
misleading.
3. The Right to Consent to Disclosure
of
Personally
Identifiable
Information: Parents or eligible
students have the right to consent
to disclosure of personallyidentifiable information (PII)
contained in the student’s
education records except to the
extent that FERPA authorizes
disclosure
without
consent.
One exception which permits
disclosure without consent is

Maple Tapping
Join us for A Day in the Sugarbush on March 17, 2018! Visitors have the chance to tap maple trees,
gather sap, taste fresh maple syrup and candies, walk the trails, and see inside the historical log cabin.
Guided tour groups begin at 11:00 a.m. in the Visitor Center and run every 20 minutes. Learn about
differences in syrup flavor and color, tree genetics, weather conditions during the maple season, and
how sugar is produced in the leaves during photosynthesis and flows down to be stored near the roots
during the winter. Visit www.bloomfield.org/Sugarbush-Registration to register.

disclosure to school officials with
analyzing the data for assessment
is for the purposes of the student’s
legitimate educational interest. A
and research purposes; c) PII
enrollment or transfer. States are
school official is a person employed
derived from Student Information
required to establish a procedure
by the School as an administrator,
and maintained by NWEA shall
to facilitate the transfer of student
supervisor, instructor, or support
not be further disclosed to third
disciplinary records with respect
staff member (including health or
parties, except as allowed by
to suspension or expulsion by
medical staff and law enforcement
FERPA and authorized by the
local school district to any private
unit personnel); a person serving
school district.
or public school that the student
on the School Board; a person or 4. Directory Information: Bloomfield
enrolls, intends to enroll, or is
company with whom the School
Hills Schools designates the
instructed to enroll. The Michigan
has contracted to perform a
following personally-identifiable
Department of Education has
special task (such as an attorney,
information contained in a
determined that a student’s
auditor, medical consultant, or
student’s education record as
school record includes a student’s
therapist); or a parent or student
directory information, which
disciplinary record, including any
serving on an official committee,
may be disclosed without prior
suspension or expulsion action
such as a disciplinary or grievance
written consent: The student’s
against the student. Therefore,
committee, or assisting another
name, address, and phone number
in accordance with the No Child
school official in performing his
(unless unlisted), date of birth,
Left Behind Act and the Michigan
or her tasks. A school official has
class designation (for example,
Department of Education, when a
a legitimate educational interest
first
grade),
extracurricular
student transfers from Bloomfield
if the official needs to review
participation,
achievement
Hills Schools to a public or private
an education record in order
awards or honors, weight and
school, Bloomfield Hills Schools
to fulfill his or her professional
height if a member of an athletic
will transfer the disciplinary
responsibility. NWEA maintains
team,
photograph,
athletic
records of the student, with respect
Student Information for and
eligibility status, name of the
to suspensions and expulsions,
on behalf of Bloomfield Hills
school the student currently
to any private or public school to
Schools in accordance with the
attends, classroom and teacher
which the student is transferring
Family Educational Rights and
assignments, and names of the
and in which they are enrolling.
Privacy Act (“FERPA”), for the
student’s
parents.
Directory 6. The Right to File a Complaint:
primary purpose of providing
information is considered to be
The parent or eligible student has
assessment and research services.
in the category of general school
the right to file a complaint with
Please be advised that: a) Student
information. A parent has the
the U.S. Department of Education
Information will be maintained
right to refuse disclosure of any
concerning alleged failures by
in part on behalf of Bloomfield
or all information by notifying
Bloomfield Hills Schools to
Hills Schools by NWEA and its
the District by letter within two
comply with the requirements of
contractors in order to provide
weeks of receiving the annual
FERPA. The name and address of
assessment and research services
notice. The letter should be sent
the office that administers FERPA
to the school district; b) NWEA
to: stuservices@bloomfield.org
is: Family Policy Compliance
employees, and employees of 5. Transfer of Student Records: Upon
Office/U.S. Dept. of Education,
NWEA’s contractors shall be
request, the District will disclose
400 Maryland Avenue, SW,
deemed school officials for the
education records without consent
Washington, DC 20202-4605.
purpose of access to PII derived
to Officials of another school
from Student Information only
district in which the student Education Programs in Agriscience
if they have a legitimate interest
seeks or intends to enroll, or is at the Bowers School Farm
in maintaining, organizing, or
already enrolled if the disclosure Each year, the Bloomfield Hills

Schools offers career and technical
education programs in Agriscience
at the Bowers School Farm. This
program is designed to prepare youth
for a broad range of employment and
training services. Student who wish to
participate in the Agriscience program
must be able to work in a farm
environment with various pollens,
allergens (hay) & animal dander.
All career and technical education
programs follow the district’s policies
of nondiscrimination. For general
information about this program,
contact: Alan Jaros, Bowers School
Farm Manager, Charles L. Bowers
Farm, 1219 East Square Lake
Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304,
248.341.6475.
Notice of Nondiscrimination
It is the policy of the Bloomfield Hills
Schools not to discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, age, height, weight, marital
status, disability, genetic information,
or any other reason prohibited by
applicable laws, in its programs,
services, activities, or employment
practices. Inquiries related to
discrimination on the basis of disability
should be directed to the Section 504
Coordinator: Pam Schoemer, Director
of Special Education, 7273 Wing
Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI
48301, 248.341.5415. Direct all other
inquiries related to discrimination
to: Christine Barnett, Assistant
Superintendent for Human Resources
and Labor Relations, 7273 Wing Lake
Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301,
248.341.5425. To obtain a copy of
this information in a language other
English, contact the Learning Services
Team at 248.341.6304.

school rather than my original intention of heading to law
school after graduation. As a rabbi, I’m grateful for the
ability to help people during both times of celebration and
times when they are in need of healing and comfort.

What is a favorite memory or experience that
you have had in Bloomfield Hills Schools?
I played on the basketball team at Andover and each summer
Coach Ed Okuniewski would organize a basketball camp at
the school for younger kids. I think it was called (“Eddie O’s
Drills & Skills Camp”). Coach O. would recruit a number of
us players to run the camp as counselors and it was the first
time I had the opportunity to teach kids. I really enjoyed the
camp and it made me a better basketball player too since I
gained confidence while teaching others.

Was there anyone or anything in school that
influenced you to follow this particular life
path?

Pictured above: Rabbi Jason Miller, Wife, Elissa; Children, Joshua, Jonah & Talya

Alumni News: Rabbi Jason Miller Shares His Love for
Bloomfield Hills Schools
Rabbi Jason Miller is a nationally known educator, tech entrepreneur, and blogger. He writes and speaks about the
influence of technology on Jewish life.

What was your favorite class or activity in school?
At Andover High School I took a business and marketing class that I really enjoyed. We learned how to run a
business and got to work in the school store. The teacher of the class (Ross Maxwell) also took some of us to The
Economic Club of Detroit lunches each month. I still attend many of those meetings to this day. I also enjoyed
a current events class and am grateful I learned to type in a 9th grade typing class, which has definitely come in
handy. I played on baseball and basketball teams at Andover, which were wonderful experiences. My biggest regret
is not taking advantage of more art classes.

What advice would you give current students or alumni?
Take advantage of as many resources as you can while in school. I went to elementary and middle school at a
private Jewish day school so I was amazed at the amount of resources when I switched to Bloomfield Hills Schools.
I’m sure I missed out on a lot of extracurricular activities that were offered back then and I know there are so many
more offered to today’s students. My advice would be that students look around and try new things outside of their
comfort zone. Join a lunchtime or after-school club, leaving your social clique for even an hour each week. It’s
important to play in a different sandbox every once in a while and expand your horizons.

What gave you the idea to start the “Jewish Techs” blog?
About eight years ago I was asked to write a blog for The Jewish Week, a national newspaper based in New York.
The blog would be called “Jewish Techs” and be focused on the intersection of Judaism and technology. A couple
years after that the new editor of The Detroit Jewish News took me to lunch and told me she was intrigued that
a local rabbi owned a technology company and was able to connect tech topics to Jewish life. She asked if I’d be
willing to write a monthly column for the print edition of the paper and I agreed (and still write that column each
month). I’ve continued to write about technology for websites like HuffPost and Time, and began writing reviews
of tech products a few years ago.

When did you know that you wanted to become a rabbi?
During my second year of college at Michigan State University, I was the board president of the Hillel on campus
(Jewish student center) and people jokingly called me “Rabbi.” I decided that year to begin preparing for rabbinical

When I was in high school, I was very active in a Jewish youth
group. I think this experience taught me strong leadership
skills that helped me serve in leadership positions during
my first couple years of college. It was those leadership
positions and several influential mentors that led me to
decide to apply to rabbinical school.

Did you have a role model growing up?
My late maternal grandfather was my role model. He was
a physician, who was passionate about continuing to learn
after he retired. He was always eager to try new things and
take classes to nourish his mind and soul.

What’s next for you? Is there anything you are
particularly excited about?
I wear multiple hats, that’s for sure. I’m excited that
my company, Access Technology in West Bloomfield,
continues to grow at record pace and it makes me feel good
to help companies create new websites and build their
brand through social media. Even though this part of my
professional life is so different than my more traditional role
as a rabbi, I find much enjoyment and contentment in it. I
also am excited that I still get to practice as a rabbi. I do this
throughout the year at a synagogue in Toledo, Ohio and also
for many local families during lifecycle events, as I officiate
at many bar mitzvahs, weddings and funerals each year.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
Despite keeping very busy with my various professional
endeavors, I try to maintain a good work-life balance. In my
“spare” time I enjoy working out and playing competitive
softball, tennis, and racquetball. I also love traveling and try
to do at least one vacation each year with one of my three
kids in addition to vacationing with the entire family. I also
enjoy coaching my oldest son’s travel baseball team, which is
a big time commitment, but well worth the effort.

Is there anything that you would like to add?
I hope Bloomfield Hills Schools students are aware of their
great fortune. Being part of a dynamic school system with
devoted teachers and state-of-the-art school buildings is
truly a gift that shouldn’t be taken for granted.
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BHS Ski and Snowboard Club
Interested in skiing and snowboarding? The Bloomfield
Hills Schools Ski and Snowboard Club will begin in
January 2018!
“It is a blast!” Jacob Saltsman, BHMS 8th Grader,
exclaims. “The instructors are really cool and everyone
has a positive attitude. At first, they teach the basics,
then carving and how to look good and ski properly.”
A staff of experienced skiers assists students and works
closely with instructors at Mt. Holly and Pine Knob to
ensure students a safe and fun experience. Participating
students take supervised buses from Bloomfield Hills
High School to Mt. Holly or Pine Knob, and back again.
“Every student who signs up thoroughly enjoys it,” says
Mike Cowdrey, Athletics and Recreation Director, who
has been involved in the Ski and Snowboard Program for
21 years. “Students in this program are getting fresh air
in the wintertime, and simultaneously learn and enjoy
some great winter sports.”

BHSF Annual Appeal- Support BHS
The BHS Foundation partners with the communityfamilies, educators, neighbors, alumni, friends and
businesses- to support academic and enrichment programs
for Bloomfield Hills Schools.
Together we fund programs beyond the reach of the
district’s budget and create outstanding experiences for
our students. During our Annual Appeal, the school
that receives the highest percentage of participation will
receive a $1000 unrestricted grant. We sincerely appreciate
your gift to the BHSF. Your donation supports all of our
students. To make a donation, please visit www.bloomfield.
org/give or call Cathie Badalamenti, BHSF Director, at
248.341.5465.

“Students as young as 5 and as old as 18 can participate,”
Mark White, Program Supervisor, explains. “As they
learn different skills, they progress with a patch system
to show improvement.” This patch system helps to
determine which rope tows and ski lifts the students are
allowed to take.
Super Stars is an introductory program for younger
students and lessons are every week. The programs
for young students are phenomenal, providing close
supervision and instruction. Older students receive two
lessons, and competitive programs are also available.
The Hill Masters program gives race specific instruction
during the morning. In the afternoon, students can sign
up for Nastar or they can free ski. In Nastar, a nationally
based program, students race against the clock. They
earn medals racing against set times.
With a program like this at our doorstep, look no further
for a great outdoor learning experience! Register
today at www.bloomfield.org/recreation or by calling
248.433.0885.

