
Nature Education ProgramsNature Education Programs
SPRING 2021SPRING 2021

INDEPENDENCE OAKS COUNTY PARK
9501 Sashabaw Road
Clarkston, MI 48348
248-625-6473
Pre-registration with payment required.  
Call 248-858-0916 weekdays.  
No weekend registration.

Must-Know Information for All Programs : All programs will take place outdoors - under a tent, or on a trail. Dress for 
the weather. Masks are encouraged for Appointment-based Hikes and required for programs conducted under the tent. 
Masks are available on site if participants do not have their own. Staff will wear masks. Screening questions and touchless 
temperature checks are required upon arrival. Check-in at the white tent near the nature center. In case of inclement 
weather programs will be cancelled. Please be patient as COVID-19 guidelines and protocols are subject to change.

Puddle Jumper Series
Fridays: April 9, May 14, June 11, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

April: Eggs, May: Baby Animals, June: Colors in Nature

Children ages 3-6 can have some nature fun as they increase their love for 
the great outdoors. A naturalist will engage children with a story, nature 
talk and related activity.  
Each child will receive a craft kit to take and make at home. Suitable for 
ages 3-6. Events in this series take place the second Friday of each month. 
$4/child.

Trail Hikes by Appointment at Wint
Fridays and Saturdays: April 9-10, May 21-22 & June 
11-12
Time slots available: 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m.

Call to set up a FREE personal, naturalist-guided nature 
hike. Participants will learn about seasonal topics while 
getting some exercise and enjoying the great outdoors. 

Up to three family groups will be admitted per time slot to accommodate 
social distancing. Time slots are available on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Spring Star Party 
Friday, April 23, 8-10 p.m.

Join the Oakland Astronomy Club for a safe, fun, 
family-friendly night under the stars. Telescope 
eyepiece sharing is not possible, so instead we’ll 
share close-up views of the moon using club 
members’ telescopes, video cameras, and screen 
monitors. See some great views and learn fun facts about the night sky. 
Bring a camp chair or blanket to sit on. Suitable for all ages. No on-site 
registration available. Meet at Moraine Knoll. $4/person.

Bats Are Back!
Friday, May 7, 8-9:30 p.m.

In the past month, many bats have migrated from their hibernacula and 
given birth. Learn about these flying mammals and look for them during 
our night hike. Listen to echolocation using a bat detector that brings high 
frequency sounds to a level humans can hear. $6/person.

Migratory Bird Walk at Wint
Saturday, May 15
8-9:30 a.m. - Advanced 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - Beginner

Calling all birders! Spring migration has come again, 
and the woods are teaming with songbirds. Take a 
naturalist-guided hike to see some of the marvelous migrants before they 
move on. There are two sessions: a morning hike for advanced birders, 
and an afternoon hike and craft for beginning birders. Please register 
according to your skill level.  
$4/morning session, $6/afternoon session. 

Full Flower Moon Walk
Saturday, May 22, 8-9 p.m.

Join us in welcoming the Full Flower Moon with 
hike, myth and story. The moon takes center 
stage in stories from Michigan and around the 
world. Suitable for all ages. $5/person.

Happy Birthday Lorax 
Saturday, June 19, 1-2:30 p.m.

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax.  Enjoy a reading 
of the story before taking a stroll to observe the world around us. Learn 
about ways to protect the birds, bees and trees.  We’ll end with a craft 
that you can take home and enjoy. Suitable for all ages. $5/person.

 PROGRAM REGISTRATION  
Pre-registration with payment is required for all nature center 
programs. Park entry fee waived if registered by end of business day 
prior to event. No walk-ins are allowed at this time. There is no refund 
for advance payment unless program is cancelled.

Register and pay:  Visa, Mastercard, Discover and American Express 
are accepted. Call 248-858-0916 to register during regular weekday 
business hours. No Saturday registration. 

Programs take place rain or shine. Dress for the weather as programs 
will be held outdoors. Programs will be canceled for inclement weather.

Calling all homeschoolers!
Both Wint and Red Oaks nature centers offer monthly homeschool programs 
adapted for students ages 5-9 and ages 10-17. Sessions are held 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. and are designed as drop-off programs for youth. All students are 
welcome, whether from a traditional homeschool, pod or virtual learning 
setting. A release form must be completed with registration. Programs will be 
held outdoors, so dress for the weather. Cost: $10/session. Pre-registration is 
required. Visit OaklandCountyParks.com for complete schedule.



RED OAKS COUNTY PARK
30300 Hales Street
Madison Heights, MI 48071
248-585-0100

Pre-registration with payment required. 
Call 248-858-0916 weekdays. 
No weekend registration.

Morning Munchkins 
Fridays: April 2, May 7, June 4: 10:30-11:30 a.m.
April: Don’t Throw That Away, May: Bird Watch, June: Bee Dance

Join us for an exciting series just for preschoolers. Bring your munchkin 
to the nature center for a favorite story and a related hands-on, nature-
based discovery activity. Events in this series take place the first Friday of 
each month. $4/child.

Trail Hikes by Appointment at Red Oaks
Fridays and Saturdays: April 16-17, May 14-15 & June 18-19
Time slots available: 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m.

Call to set up a FREE personal, naturalist-guided nature hike. Participants 
will learn about seasonal topics while getting some exercise and enjoying 
the great outdoors. Up to three family groups will be admitted per time 
slot to accommodate social distancing. Time slots are available on  
a first come, first-served basis.

Earth Day 2021 – Restore the Earth  
Saturday, April 24, 3-4 p.m.

To celebrate Earth day, learn about restoration 
efforts and some simple strategies for green living. 
Take home a craft to help keep you thinking of 
going green. $5/person

Feather Fest at Red Oaks
Saturday, May 8
8-9:30 a.m. - Advanced 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - Beginner

Calling all birders! Spring migration has come 
again, and the Friendship Woods are teaming 
with warblers. Take a naturalist-guided hike to see 
some of the marvelous migrants before they move 
on. There are two sessions: a morning hike for 

advanced birders, and an afternoon hike and craft for beginning birders. 
Please register according to your skill level. $4/morning session,  
$6/afternoon session. 

Astro Evening 
Saturday, May 15, 8-10 p.m.

Join the Oakland Astronomy Club for a safe, fun, family-friendly night 
under the stars. Telescope eyepiece sharing is not possible, so instead 
we’ll share close-up views of the moon using club members’ telescopes, 
video cameras, and screen monitors. See some great views and learn fun 
facts about the night sky. Bring a camp chair 
or blanket to sit on. Suitable for all ages. No 
on-site registration available. $4/person.

Kids Crafting Camp
Saturdays, June 5, 12, & 19, 3-4:30 p.m.

This youth-only crafting camp encourages 
kids to make friends while having fun with art. Each session includes 
a nature activity and craft related to the day’s theme. All supplies are 
provided. Register early for one or multiple days, as spots are limited 
to accommodate social distancing. Ages 8-17 only. A release form is 
required. $12/youth/session.

Whose Nest is Best?
Saturday, June 12, 10:30 a.m.-noon

Nests come in all shapes, sizes and materials. Examine nests and eggs 
to learn about their inhabitants and the science behind egg shapes and 
sizes. Then, take a hands-on building challenge to create a nest using the 
same materials as our friends with beaks. Create or take home a bird 
craft kit. $5/person.

Virtual Take-and-Make 
Craft Programs

Egg Dying: Naturally! - Self Led
Available for pickup March 30 - April 3

Coloring eggs is a tradition observed by many this 
time of the year - but have you ever used dye that 
came straight from nature? Pick up a natural dye 
kit at the nature center to decorate your eggs. Kit 
includes instructions, a spring craft and some facts 
about familiar animals that lay eggs. 15 kits available. 
$10/kit.

Transforming T-shirts (Virtual Instruction)
Available for pickup April 6 - 16
Live Zoom instruction Friday, April 16, 7-9 p.m.

Ecofriends, discover 5 sustainable crafts to make using outgrown, 
stained, or torn T-shirts. T-shirts included.  
20 kits available. $8/kit.

Build a Native Pollinator Hotel (Virtual Instruction)

Available for pickup April 30 - May 14
Live Zoom instruction May 14, 7-9 p.m.

“Bee” a friend -- Learn about Michigan’s native 
pollinators and how to use natural and reclaimed 
materials to help the bees by creating an insect 
hotel. Kits include all materials to build one 
wooden insect hotel. Kit requires a Phillips head 
screwdriver (not included). 12 kits available. 
$16/kit.

Simple Nature Journaling Kit - Self Led

Available for pickup June 4-13

This nature journaling kit has everything you need to start a Nature 
Journal. Nature journaling is the practice of drawing or writing in 
response to observations of nature. Partaking in this practice can help 
increase your mindfulness, decrease stress and increase your knowledge 
and appreciation of nature’s beauty. It doesn’t matter how simple or 
complex your drawing or writing is, only that you take time to catch your 
breath and be amazed at what you have created.  
12 kits available. $20/kit.

Pre-register for programs by calling 248-858-0916 during business hours 
and select a location to pick up program kits. Limited supply available; 
first-come, first-served. Unless otherwise noted, participants will receive 
instructions on tuning in to a live Zoom demonstration to craft along with 
a naturalist. A recorded demonstration will also be available for those 
unable to make the meeting time. 

Please note the pickup start date for each program. Kits do not include 
basic art supplies like crayons, scissors, or glue. If additional supplies are 
needed, they will be listed in the program kit. After the course, show off 
your projects by sending pictures to NatureEducation@oakgov.com to 
have them posted on social media.

Kit pickup times and locations:
Red Oaks Nature Center  
30300 Hales Street, Madison Heights, MI 48071
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

             Sunday Noon-5 p.m.

Independence Oaks Contact Station  
9501 Sashabaw Rd, Clarkston, MI 48348
Hours: Friday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.


