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News Created by BHS Staff & Students

Kindergarten Info Session
February 11 at 7 PM
at Bloomfield Hills High School
This session is an excellent opportunity for parents and guardians of
any child approaching Kindergarten age to learn about Kindergarten
in Bloomfield Hills Schools.
Staff from our Learning Services team will review the Kindergarten
basics - including what you need to know to help your child prepare
for Kindergarten.

How Do I Know if My Child is
Ready for Kindergarten?
If your child will be 5-years-old by September 1, 2019, then
they are ready for Kindergarten. Teachers in Bloomfield
Hills Schools are prepared and ready to help your child
become a Kindergarten student.
If you've been intimidated by other Kindergarten readiness
checklists, you might be surprised by the first item on our list:
Simply talk to your child about Kindergarten. While some
children come bounding into the classroom on the first
day, others hold back and are hesitant. Families can help
alleviate fears, answer questions, and create a positive first
experience by talking to their children about the first day of
school and beyond.
Visiting your neighborhood school in March for Kindergarten
Orientation will also be helpful in the preparation process. Details on
Kindergarten Orientation will be shared in February on the district website.

Our family ambassadors are available to host you for a tour, answer
your questions, and help you prepare. Ask for their expert advice by
texting "KDG" to 248.230.2879.

Now

Step 1
Start to gather the items you’ll
need to begin the enrollment
process. Online registration
will open Feb. 12, followed by an
invitation to book your personal
appointment with Enrollment
Services. Details are listed at
www.bloomﬁeld.org/kindergarten.

More information on Kindergarten can be found at www.bloomfield.org/kindergarten.

Feb 11

Step 2
Attend the Kindergarten Info
Session on Monday, Feb.
11, from 7 to 8 PM in the
Auditorium at Bloomﬁeld
Hills High School,
4200 Andover Road
Bloomﬁeld Hills, MI 48302.

March
Date TBA

Step 3
Bring your child to their
neighborhood school and
experience what Kindergarten
will be like! Details will be shared
in February on the website:
www.bloomﬁeld.org/kindergarten.

This
summer

Step 4
Your child’s elementary
school will be in touch
between March and
August to make sure
the ﬁrst day of school
is a huge success!

East Hills Middle School Robotics
Team Earns Invitation to World
Championship
Congratulations to EHMS students Anthony Doria, Jacob Welch, Alexa
Balde, Thomas Gormley, AsaCengeri, Madison Crider, Eesha Gummaraju
and Henry Hutchison, members of FTC Team Intergalac Tech who won the
first place Connect Award. The Connect Award win at states earned the team
advancement to the FIRST Tech Challenge World Championship in Detroit
to be held April 24 through April 27, 2019. The team will compete with
teams from Europe, Asia, and the United States. This win is an incredible
accomplishment for a middle school team. The entire BHS community is so
proud of these students and coaches, and wishes them good luck at Worlds!

Middle School Forensics Competition
Forensics teams from Bloomfield Hills, East Hills, and West Hills middle schools
travelled to Ionia, Michigan, to participate in the middle school fall Forensics
tournament. Individuals, pairs, and groups of students practiced for months to prepare.
Forensics categories include: Storytelling (memorizing and performing a story that has
already been written), Original Interpretation (writing, memorizing and performing
their own unique piece), and Multiples (performing a condensed version of a piece
of entertainment), as well as many other fascinating categories that promote public
speaking skills. At Forensics competitions, students perform their pieces three times,
in front of three different judges. Many thanks to all of our coaches and families for
their dedication and commitment to training and assisting our middle school Forensics
Club students. Between the three middle schools, students in Bloomfield Hills Schools
received a total of 72 awards in 14 categories, and took home eleven first place awards!
Middle School Forensics students were recognized for a successful season at the
December Board of Education Recognition Ceremony.

winter park

BLOOMFIELD

The Bloomfield Winter Park is a revitalization of the Farm Activity Building on
the property of the Bowers School Farm. There are activities and programs
planned each weekend the Winter Park is open. Concessions are available for
purchase. If the winter weather is favorable, there is sledding and ice skating
(bring your own sled & skates). Open 12-8 PM // Saturdays & Sundays.

Saturday, Feb. 2
Sunday, Feb. 3
Saturday, Feb. 9
Sunday, Feb. 10

Open Mic at 6:00 PM
STEAM Activities at 3:30 PM
Story Time at 3:30 PM
Sledding and Skating All Day

winter park
BLOOMFIELD
winter park

SCHOOL FARM

BHS Receives Donation

Boys Tennis Team Earns State Champion Title

In December, Bloomfield SCAMP was granted a generous
donation of $7,000 from the Women of Bloomfield. The Women
of Bloomfield have been consistent donors to Bloomfield
SCAMP for many years. Their donations fund our specialized
transportation needs each summer. SCAMP is so grateful for
groups like the Women of Bloomfield and their generosity.
SCAMP provides an exciting and therapeutic summer program
for individuals with disabilities ages 3-26 in the Metro Detroit
area. Campers enjoy a variety of structured activities that
focus on the improvement of social skills, language, and prevocational skills. They also enjoy art and music therapy and
physical education.

Congratulation to the Black Hawks
varsity boys tennis team for earning
the title of 2018 Division 1 State
Champions! This win was their second
consecutive State Championship and
third in four years.
The team placed every singles player
and every doubles team in the
championship matches. We are very
proud of our State Champions. Go
Black Hawks!

Cats and Dogs Musical
“Way Elementary second graders put on a wonderful
performance!” expressed Heidi Janczyk, mother of Carson
Janczyk. Carson explains, “Dogs and cats are thought not to
get along, but they can. My favorite part was working with the
students in the special education room. They were amazing!”
Student Cecilia Karmo shares, “My favorite song in the musical
was ‘I’d Rather Be Your Friend.’ Puppy and Kitten helped all the
cats and dogs become friends.”

Mock Caldecott Awards at Eastover
Eastover third grader Logan Mills describes learning about the Caldecott Award: “It isn’t just about
whether you think the pictures are pretty. We have to answer questions and rate the illustrators. My
winner is, ‘The Day You Begin.’” Charis Smyly adds, “We have to determine if the pictures help with
telling the story and matching the mood.” Student Fatou Deme shares more: “The cover of the book
and how colorful it is helps me decide if I want to read it.” Media Specialist Cindy Livingston explains,
“The students have the opportunity to check out Caldecott awarded books from previous years to
examine illustrations and help form their vote for the winner.” Everyone in the school votes: the
principal, custodial staff, teachers, and all grades. It will be fun when the Caldecott Award is revealed!

Señor Johns shares his passion for
language and culture with his
students in powerful ways. “Spanish
class needs to be more than just
language proficiency. Spanish at any
level needs to consist of engaging
students in discussions about
shared global experiences. Talking
about things that are close to our
hearts and opening our minds to
the cultural practices of others
involves students in a memorable,
meaningful way. I believe we had
some discussions that the students
will always remember and will
inspire positive acceptance of others
for years to come.”

Students garnered a variety of lessons from the explorations surrounding Day of the Dead.
Third grade student Andrea Gratton explains, “I learned that the bread is called ‘pan de muerto,'”
which translates to “bread of the dead.” Xander Earhart, 3rd grader, shares his learning: “To
celebrate Day of the Dead, people go to the graves of their loved ones who have passed away.
They celebrate when they died, and they make sugar skulls. Sugar skulls are skulls that are
made out of sugar, and there are special designs and colors on them. They go to their loved
ones’ graves, and put oranges and Mexican food on their graves, and they pray that their loved
ones come back.” Student Nikhil Gupta explains, “I learned that you light candles and put up
pictures of the people so they can
come back and look at everything
that you’ve done. Our Spanish
teacher made a bench with food so
that when they come back, they can
eat the food.”

Spanish teacher Señor Johns explains, “The goal is to let students do the talking, make
connections to prior knowledge about the holiday, and compare and contrast to Halloween
and similar holidays shared globally. A main goal was defining the sentiments behind the
holiday (sad and happy), and respecting and honoring our loved ones who have passed away.
It’s about cherishing life.” When asked by a student why people would be happy on Day of the
Dead, Señor Johns explains to the class, “Decorating skeletons is about remembering that life
is beautiful. It’s not just about remembering that our family members aren’t with us anymore.
We’re making this skeleton beautiful to remind ourselves that yes, someday we will pass away,
but the most important thing is that we live our lives to the fullest, and remember our loved
ones forever.”

Approximately 25 families were involved in the celebrations. Lone Pine parents, Thelma Cecilia
Perea Núñez and Bibiana Fernández, collaborated to make altars for the room. Parent Rebecca
Bershad got into the spirit of the holiday by wearing festive make-up.

Day of the Dead is a Mexican holiday that takes place from October 31 until November 2.
Kindergarteners through 4th graders at Lone Pine Elementary participated in learning
experiences oriented toward group inquiry. “I learned that Day of the Dead is about happiness
and getting together with family to celebrate people who have passed away,” shares Elizabeth
Rasi, a 3rd grade student at Lone Pine. “It’s good for people to celebrate Day of the Dead every
year, because it makes them feel good about themselves and other people.”

Day of the Dead Classroom Learning

Stewards of the Land
Volunteer opportunities exist for groups or individuals who would like to
help restore and improve habitats at the Nature Center. Special work
sessions will be conducted to clear brush, plant trees, improve trails, etc.
Call Dan Badgley at 248.341.6485 for details.

Join Friends of the Nature Center
Help maintain green space in our community, raise funds for exhibits for
our new Visitor Center, meet people who share a love of the outdoors,
enjoy “Members Only” special events, and discover many opportunities to
volunteer. You can pick up a membership packet at the Nature Center or
visit their website located at www.bloomfield.org/nature.

Snowshoe Rental
Snowshoes are available for public use on weekends when snow conditions
are adequate. The shoes must be used at the Nature Center. The fee is $3
per person or $10 per family of four or more, payable at the Nature Center.
The shoes are the traditional wood style with bindings designed to fit over
most winter boots. See the weekend staff person for more information.

Saturday, February 2 , 2019
9 AM to 11 AM
Join us as Allen Chartier, one of Michigan’s premier birding experts,
demonstrates the science of bird banding. Allen will capture, identify,
measure, band, and release birds visiting the Nature Center bird feeders.
This opportunity is a great way to see common winter resident birds up
close. Nature Center Manager Dan Badgley will share a popular winter
bird banding essay written by noted naturalist and author Aldo Leopold.
Refreshments will be provided. The program is entirely indoors.

See Winter
Resident Birds
Up Close!

The Johnson Nature Center is located at 3325 Franklin Road in Bloomfield
Hills. For hours and more information visit www.bloomfield.org/nature or
call 248.341.6487.

Winter Activities at the
E.L. Johnson Nature Center

Cav Time was created to foster a way to connect
across grade levels. According to principal, Jason
Rubel: “Introducing fourth graders into our school
last year gave us the exciting opportunity to rethink
how we make connections here at EHMS. We were
intentional in designing physical space and crafting

Cav Time is about making valuable connections.
During a recent Cav Time session at East Hills
Middle School, students and staff discovered that
two students have an extra bone in their bodies, one
student loves to perform trapeze, and a surprising
number of staff and students claim the giraffe as their
favorite animal.

Who Else Here Has an
Extra Bone?

Bloomfield Hills Schools district residents 55+ years are
eligible for the Senior Gold Card Program. Gold Card
holders are entitled to FREE admittance to home athletic
events (except playoff games governed by MHSAA
regulations), dramatic productions, and musical programs.
To get your free Gold Card, contact the Communications Office
at 248.341.6328 or communications@bloomfield.org.

CARD PROGRAM

Maryn Pecic, fourth grader, sums it up. “I think its
cool that a bunch of people from different grades get
to come together and learn new things about our
community.”

Several of the elementary schools across Bloomfield
Hills Schools have similar multi-age community
groups.

All students in the school benefit from Cav Time.
Tricia Zyrowski works with a specialized group of
students who are deaf or hard of hearing. Zyrowski
sees the positive results of this activity as a way for
students to share their unique needs, interests, and
abilities. It opens a door for communication with
the rest of the school in a very intentional way. This
gives both students and staff an opportunity to build
relationships that will help them feel more connected
to their school.

Free
SENIOR GOLD

Fourth-grader Tristin
Omtved likes that the
groups have students
from all grades, “It’s
important to have
connections to all
the grades and to
have
connections
with different people
because that means
you can find common
interests.”

Lily Trumble says participation in Cav Time has
really made a difference in the relationships at East
Hills. “I was a little scared of the eighth graders
because they were
taller than me. Since
Cav Time, I’ve gotten
to know them. I’m
not scared of them
anymore, and I’m
bonding with them.”

Fifth grader Kassidy Benion says, “One thing I
noticed in Cav Time is that you make new connections
with new people. I think Cav Time is a good way to
express yourself with other people that you don’t
really know.”

Students seem to love the program.

schedules to facilitate interactions. We worked with
our Global Education Teams to develop a way to
engage students and staff in meaningful exchanges.”
There are 24 different Cav Time groups each
composed of approximately a mix of 20 fourth
through eighth grade students and three staff
members.

BHS Earns ASBO Certificate of
Excellence in Financial Reporting
The Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO) has given
Bloomfield Hills Schools top honors for financial reporting for the 18th year in
a row. ASBO bestowed the Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting upon
BHS for its Fiscal Year 2017 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).
"This award represents a very significant achievement and reflects our commitment
to the highest standards of school system financial reporting. It takes hard work and
dedication from many Bloomfield Hills Schools staff to compile the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report in accordance with ASBO's strict reporting standards.
Thank you to all who contributed in leading this successful effort. Everyone's
tremendous efforts year-round contributed to our receiving this award," explains
Tina Kostiuk, Assistant Superintendent for Finance & Operations.
The CAFR discloses the district's finances in full detail to anyone who wants to
review them, from stakeholders to constituents. The CAFR is one of the many
ways Bloomfield Hills Schools remains transparent and accountable with students,
families, and community stakeholders.

Finance Team pictured: Kayleen Krahn, Christina Kostiuk, Aurel Malutan, Chewana Anowi,
Karen Walker, Karen Hildebrandt

The ASBO Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting recognizes school
districts that go beyond the minimum requirements of generally accepted
accounting principles in preparing comprehensive annual financial reports. It
rewards districts that succeed in achieving transparency and full disclosure.

Fifth Grade Heritage
Field Trip at Charles L.
Bowers School Farm Hands On Learning
“The trading game taught us what items the settlers
and Native Americans had, and what they would
trade to survive. It made us think about what we
would need to survive longer,” shares student Suhani
Salecha, reflecting on the recent 5th grade Heritage
field trip to Bowers School Farm. The field trip
included four lessons on heritage and the challenges
for early people in Michigan. A main focus of the
Heritage field trip was the consideration of how early
Americans accomplished tasks without the use of
modern day conveniences.
During the Heritage farm field trip, 5th grade students
rotated through a Native American and Settler trading
game, made corn cakes and butter in the kitchen,
learned about draft horses and farm implement usage
in the barn, and wool spinning and wool uses in a farm
house. Farm staff incorporated the new Social Studies
standards into their field trip lessons. Laurie Toth, 5th
grade teacher at West Hills, explained how this farm
field trip, and specifically the Native American and
Settler trading game, connected to their learning in
class. “We started this unit with Native Americans
crossing the land bridge and settling across the

Americas. We focused on colonization, when
Europeans arrived and explored the New World.
Finally, we studied the Revolutionary War.”
Reflecting on the kitchen rotation, student Lex
Gratton exclaimed, “I liked making the butter. It was
fun!” Farm staff member Amy Cardin explained to
the students, “Today we’re thinking about heritage
and different ways that things are passed down along
the generations. What we’re doing in 25 minutes here,
making corn cakes in the farm kitchen, would take a
farming family a whole day. Farmers would grow the
corn, harvest the corn, and then grind the corn into
corn meal. If you’re using eggs, you’d have to go out
and harvest the eggs from the chickens. You’d have to
milk the cow to get the cream to make the butter. All
of those things take time.”
In the farm house, students were exposed to original
home constructions from the 1800’s, and learned
about wool spinning. The Barton House is the oldest
house on the property. An interesting fact about this
particular house is that it was originally built on Long
Lake Road 220 years ago, and was later moved to be a

part of the Bowers School Farm property.
Student Abigail Fulton reflected on the Heritage field
trip, “I learned how hard life was back then.” In a
world with modern day conveniences, and schools
filled with technology and numerous opportunities,
Bowers School Farm provides a step back in time and
a unique learning opportunity that connects students
with early American
life.
Many thanks to the
amazing staff at the
Bowers Farm for
providing hands-on
learning experiences
that connect to
our
classroom
curriculum.
This
experience will have
a lasting impact
for students in
Bloomfield
Hills
Schools.

2019 National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists
Bloomfield Hills High School administration and counseling recognized and honored the
2019 semifinalists in the 64th Annual National Merit Scholarship Program with a breakfast
on Friday, September 21, 2018. Congratulations to the following seniors: David Cooper,
Braden Crimmins, Riya Doshi, Kenzo Lord, Nikki Ratanapanichkich, Ketan Revankar,
and Balazs Szamosfalvi.
Each semifinalist has an outstanding high school academic record, is endorsed and
recommended by a high school official, writes an essay, and earns SAT scores that confirm
their earlier performance.
These academically talented students have an opportunity to continue in the competition
for some 7,500 National Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 million. They represent
less than 1% of U.S. high school seniors and were chosen from approximately 1.6 million
students who took the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test as
juniors last year.

Classroom Change Wars
Raises $4,217.31
Conant Elementary students raised money for new
playground equipment through classroom change
wars. First grader Alex Swiatkowski shares, "Mrs.
Benitez's class won and as their prize chose to dye
Mr. Russo's hair green and white because he is not a
Michigan State fan. The best part of change wars was
the sabotage strategy!" The objection of the strategy
was to keep the dollar bills and pennies and give the
other change to other classrooms. The other change
was subtracted from those classroom’s totals. This
complex twist to collecting pocket change made the
game extra fun for the students.

Thanks to our generous donors for
their contributions to our 2018
Annual Appeal. Your gifts support our
Educator and District grant programs.
Educator grants provide funding to
support individual classroom, grade
level, or building initiatives. District
grants provide funding to support
programs involving students across
the entire district.
In November 2018, we awarded 25 grants.
Educator grants included maker space
materials for all three middle schools,
equipment for the BHHS TV news
program, and a literacy “locker room” at
Lone Pine, to name a few. District grants
included sponsorships of the districtwide Multicultural Celebration to be held
on March 18, and the newly revitalized
Bloomfield Winter Park which opened on
January 19.
In the last five years, we’ve awarded more
than 250 grants to fund academic projects,
enrichment programs and other initiatives
for BHS. (A complete list of awarded grants
can be found on our website, www.bloomfield.org/Foundation.)

Upcoming:
Request a Grant. Winter grant applications will be available on our website
on February 2. Completed applications must be submitted by February 22.
Grants will be awarded by March 29.
Join us for Fun and Fundraising. Our signature fundraiser, the BHS
Foundation Celebration will be held on April 13, 2019, at a private residence
in our district. A highlight of the evening will be honoring our studentnominated Inspirational Educators. Additional festivities will include
food and drink, entertainment, raffles, and a live auction. Look for your
invitation arriving in the mail soon.
For more information about our grants and upcoming activities, or to make
a donation, please call the BHSF at 248-341-5465.

BHS community members enjoyed a fun-filled grand opening of the BWP on
January 19. This exciting venue is sure to become a vibrant community gathering
spot.
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Campers navigate
trails, learn about wildlife, visit
WKHORJFDELQȨVKFUDIWDQGPRUHDWWKH
-RKQVRQ1DWXUH&HQWHU
%RZHUV6FKRRO)DUPFDPSHUVJHWȨUVWKDQG
experience caring for farm animals and learning about
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Recreation Summer Programs include sports, trips to
WKHEHDFKJDPHVFUDIWVZHHNO\ȨHOGWULSVFDQRHLQJ
DQGPRUH

New in 2019...
Transportation!
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Registration is open for
summer camps at
%ORRPȨHOG+LOOV6FKRROV
0L[DQGPDWFKGLȧHUHQW
summer camp opportunities
and spend your summer
H[SORULQJZLWKXV
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