
Summer 2022
News from Bloomfi eld Hills Schools

On August 2, 2022, voters in Bloomfi eld Hills Schools will be asked to consider a 
proposal to restore the non-homestead operating millage. This proposal would 
restore and increase the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be levied 
by the Bloomfi eld Hills Schools for general operating purposes by 2.00 mills on 
all property, except principal residence and other property exempt by law. 

Proposal on August 2 Ballot: 
Non-homestead Operating Millage Restoration
Learn more at:  www.bloomfield.org/millage

• Required for BHS to receive full revenue per pupil.
• The majority of families in Bloomfi eld Hills Schools 

qualify for the Principal Residence Exemption and will 
not be aff ected by the restoration of 2 mills.

• No levy increase; current tax rate (18 mills) since 2000.

Class 
of 2022

Awarded more 
than $5 million in 
scholarships

94% planned to continue 
their learning in college 

or career education 

Completed 25,541 hours 
of volunteering and 
community service

241 students 
earned
President’s Award 
for Educational 
Excellence 

More on graduation on the following pages and center spread.



For the past few weeks, Bloomfi eld Hills Schools has 
been celebrating multiple graduations across all of 
our schools and programs.  

BHHS Graduates Largest Class Ever
Bloomfi eld Hills High School’s Commencement 
Ceremony was held on June 5 at Pine Knob Music 
Theatre. The 477 students in the Class of 2022 made 
history as the biggest graduating class ever for BHHS. 
The celebration included musical performances by 
the BHHS Combined Choirs and BHHS Symphony 
Band; remarks from Superintendent Patrick Watson; 
student addresses by Heather Chen, Mouhamadou 
Tall, and Leena Jandali; an alumni address by The 
Honorable Richard H. Bernstein; and a special 
message from BHHS Principal Lawrence Stroughter. 
(See photos on center page.)

Bowers Academy Celebrates 2022 Graduates
Bowers Academy recently celebrated their seniors 
with a beautiful outdoor graduation. The 
personalized ceremony was thoroughly enjoyed by 
family, friends, BHS administrators, staff , and School 
Board members on a sunny day at Bowers Farm. 
Speakers included Superintendent Pat Watson, 
Director of Instructional Equity Margaret Schultz, 
and Bowers Academy Principal Dr. Aileen Myer. Each 
graduate was honored by Bowers Academy teachers 
who presented individualized remarks on the 
thirteen graduates. (See photos on center page.)

PREP Recognizes Accomplishments of Students 
During Graduation
During the PREP graduation celebration, students 
Mustafa Bokhari, Christopher Jackiw, and Alaa Kabba 
were honored for their accomplishments during 
their time at BHS. The ceremony concluded with 
graduates, current students, BHS School Board 
members, and administrators enjoying cake and ice 
cream and taking photos with fun props. 

International Academy Class of 2022 Receives 
Congratulations
International Academy held a large graduation 
ceremony for all IA campuses on May 26 at 
the Aretha Franklin Amphitheater in Detroit. 
Superintendents, School Board members, and 
administrators from all over Oakland County 
gathered to congratulate the graduates, which 
included 33 Bloomfi eld Hills School district residents. 
(See photos on center page.)

Personalized Ceremony Honors Wing Lake 
Graduates
Wing Lake hosted families, close friends, and 
classmates during a personalized graduation 
ceremony for students Troy Adams, Travis Al-
Hamando, Justen Darnall, Salve DeLeon, Anthony 
Hall, Linley Kamyszek, and Jonathan Masters. Wing 
Lake Developmental Center Supervisor Rebecca 
Anders fondly refl ected on the time each student 
had spent at Wing Lake and the relationships formed 
with the students’ families. Superintendent Patrick 
Watson highlighted the accomplishments of Wing 
Lake’s students and staff  including their community-
based instruction, work at the Johnson Nature 
Center and Bowers Farm, and artistic contributions 
at the Multicultural Celebration. The celebration 
concluded with a heartfelt photo montage video for 
each graduate. 

BHS Celebrates Graduates from BHHS, Bowers Academy, IA, 
PREP, and Wing Lake

Conant Elementary Named National Blue 
Ribbon School
Conant Elementary was 
named a 2021 National 
Blue Ribbon Exemplary High 
Performing School! The 
recognition is based on the 
school’s overall academic 
performance. “Conant’s staff  
and the school community 
as a whole is a well-deserving 
recipient of this achievement 
recognizing their passion to 
create a space allowing every 
student to reach their full 
potential,” said Bloomfi eld 
Hills Schools Superintendent 
Patrick Watson. “Conant is a foundational 
component of our District’s mission to grow learners 
that are curious scholars and compassionate 
citizens.” The coveted National Blue Ribbon Schools 
award affi  rms the hard work of educators, families 
and communities in creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students master challenging and 

engaging content. This award would not have been 
possible without the community’s commitment 
to education and to our district. We cannot thank 
you enough. Conant participated in a week-long 
celebration ending with a school-wide parade and 
assembly. Conant Elementary, Eastover Elementary, 
and the International Academy are all Blue Ribbon 
Schools.

Thank you for being a 
part of the Bloomfi eld 
Hills Schools community. 
Thank you for supporting 
and celebrating our 
students throughout 

the year. As we say farewell to the Class of 2022, we 
welcome the Class of 2035 for kindergarten this fall.

The 2021-22 school year brought tremendous 
growth for our students, staff , and schools. Our 
students have been celebrated for a plethora of 
achievements in academics, athletics, robotics, 
forensics, writing, the arts, and much more that you 
can read about in this newsletter. There is so much 
to be proud of as a member of this extraordinary 
school community.

Later this summer, the district has an important 
proposal on the ballot. I encourage you to learn 
more and vote on August 2. There is information on 
page 1 of this newsletter and at www.bloomfi eld.org/
millage.

Happy 
Summer from 
Superintendent 
Pat Watson



students in the BHHS class of 2022 have been accepted to the following colleges
Where will your Bloomfi eld Hills Schools diploma take you?

Adrian College
The University of Alabama
Albion College
Alma College
American University
Amherst College
Appalachian State University
Aquinas College
Arizona State University-Tempe
University of Arizona
Ashland University
Auburn University
Ball State University
Bard College
Barnard College
Baylor University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowling Green State University
Brigham Young University-Provo
University of British Columbia
Brown University
Bucknell University
Butler University
California State University-Fresno
University of California-Berkeley
University of California-Davis
University of California-Irvine
University of California-Los Angeles
University of California-San Diego
University of California-Santa Barbara
University of California-Santa Cruz
Calvin University
Carnegie Mellon University
Carthage College
Case Western Reserve University
University of Central Florida
Central Michigan University
Chapman University
College of Charleston
University of Chicago
University of Cincinnati
Clark University
Cleary University
Clemson University
College for Creative Studies
University of Colorado Boulder
Colorado College
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University-Fort Collins
Columbia College Chicago
Columbia College Chicago 
Columbia University in the City of New York
Concordia University-Ann Arbor
University of Connecticut
Cornell University
Daemen College
University of Dayton
Delaware State University
University of Delaware
University of Denver
DePaul University
University of Detroit Mercy
Dickinson College
Drexel University

Duquesne University
D'Youville University
Earlham College
Eastern Michigan University
Eckerd College
Elon University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emerson College
Emily Carr University of Art + Design
Emory University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Ferris State University
The University of Findlay
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida International University
Florida State University
University of Florida
Fordham University
University of the Fraser Valley
Gallaudet University
George Washington University
Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus
University of Georgia
Grace Christian University
Grand Canyon University-Traditional Campus
Grand Valley State University
Hampton University
Hawaii Pacifi c University
Henry Ford College
High Point University
Hope College
Howard University
University of Illinois Chicago
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Illinois State University
Indiana State University
Indiana University-Purdue University-
Indianapolis
Indiana University-Bloomington
Indiana University Fort Wayne
Iowa State University 
University of Iowa
John Carroll University
Johnson & Wales University-Providence
Kalamazoo College
University of Kansas
Kent State University at Kent

University of Kentucky
Kettering University
Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Lake Erie College
Lake Forest College
Lawrence Technological University
Lehigh University
Liberty University
LIM College
Lincoln Memorial University
Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Macalester College
Macomb Community College
Madonna University
University of Maine
Marquette University
University of Maryland-College Park
Marymount Manhattan College
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
Miami University, Oxford
Miami University-Hamilton
University of Miami
Michigan State University
Michigan Technological University
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
University of Michigan-Dearborn
University of Michigan-Flint
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture
The College of New Jersey
New York University
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
North Carolina State University at Raleigh
North Carolina Wesleyan College
Northeastern University
Northern Arizona University
Northern Illinois University
Northern Michigan University
Northern Virginia Community College 
Northwestern University
Northwestern University
Nova Southeastern University
Oakland Community College
Oakland University

Ohio University-Main Campus
University of Oklahoma-Norman Campus
Olivet College
Oregon State University
Pace University, New York City Campus
Pennsylvania State University
Penn State World Campus
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Point Park University
Purdue Polytechnic Institute - West Lafayette
Purdue University
Rhodes College
University of Richmond
Ringling College of Art and Design
Rivier University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rochester College
Rollins College
Rutgers University School of Nursing
Saginaw Valley State University
San Diego State University
University of San Francisco
Schoolcraft College
Siena College
Siena Heights University
University of South Carolina-Columbia
University of South Florida-Main Campus
University of Southern California
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
Spring Arbor University
SUNY Buff alo State
SUNY Oneonta
Syracuse University
The University of Tampa
Tennessee State University
The University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Texas Christian University
The New School
Ohio State University
University of Toledo
University of Toronto
Tulane University of Louisiana
University of Northwestern Ohio
University of Oregon
University of Utah
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
University of Vermont
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Wake Forest University
Washington University in St Louis
University of Washington-Seattle Campus
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University
Wilkes University
William & Mary
University of Wisconsin-Madison
The College of Wooster
University of Wyoming
Xavier University
Xavier University of Louisiana
Yale University

45 
perfect 4.0 
grade point 

averages

94
students 

with 1300+ 
on SAT



This year, Bloomfi eld Hills Schools launched its 
Therapy Dog Program. You can now fi nd Daisy, Paul, 
Ollie, Douglas, and Ace spreading smiles and love 
across the district. By fall of 2023, therapy dogs will 
be placed in all BHS schools.
 
How can I help?
Our therapy dogs have needs including veterinary, 
grooming, food, and other purchases that our 
community can help provide. Donations can be 
made at www.bloomfi eld.org/therapydogs.

How do therapy dogs help our students?
Scientifi c research from multiple studies align with an 
idea already backed by decades of robust research: 
give pets a place in schools. Research published in 
partnership with the National Institutes of Health 
found that having animals in the classroom can have 
a positive impact on learning by directly increasing 
motivation, engagement, self-regulation, and human 
social interaction. Therapy dogs can help a child raise 
their self-esteem, cope with ADHD, boost attention 
and memory, and relieve stress.

Margaret Schultz, BHS Director of Instructional 
Equity, shares excitement about this program, 
saying, “There is a positive impact of having a dog at 
the school on students and staff  mental health, and 
also academic areas like reading. There is signifi cant 
research to support that having a dog in school 
supports students and staff  both emotionally and 
academically.” 

How are dogs and staff  trained?
Paradise Dog Training is a company that has helped 
to train and place dogs in a wide variety of settings 
for 25 years. They will be providing all of the 
training for the staff  of BHS. By utilizing consistent 
commands that the dogs have been trained with, 
staff  will help the therapy dogs acclimate to their new 
school environments. 

Schultz notes, “The trainers have the dogs for several 
months before they come to us. This is important, 
because all of our dogs are certifi ed as therapy dogs, 
so they must go through a certain level of training, 
along with an assessment, in order to be certifi ed. 
The trainers then support the host family as the 
dog transitions to their new home and the school 
environment. The trainers also come into the school 
to train staff  so that they are confi dent in handling 
the dogs during the school day.”

More information can be found on our webpage: 
www.bloomfi eld.org/therapydogs.

I think therapy dogs are important 
because they help kids who are going 
through something challenging. I 
am working on focusing. Paul helps 
me focus by being calm and helping 
me feel confident and excited.

Isaac Kaddouh (grade 3)

He helps me with math. I 
love teaching Paul what I 

am learning in math!
Joslyn Tomina 

(grade 3)

Paul is loving and 
caring, and he helps 
me stay motivated.

Briella Johnston 
(grade 3)

One of the reasons I love school so much is 
because of Ollie! My favorite part about 
having Ollie is being able to have him by my 
side when I’m taking a test. For example, I 
always get super nervous, but having him by 
me makes me super relaxed!

Lara Qasim (grade 5)

Therapy dog program has a great start

The instructional coaches, Consultant Maureen 
Ziegler, Supervisor Trevor Harker, Supervisor 
Rebecca Anders, Director Jennifer Perrone, along 
with parents Angela Grondz and Kim Costis, 
presented the shift in special education programs 
and services to families on May 19 and June 7. The 
presentation highlighted what will change and what 
parents and guardians can expect this coming year 
for students in two pilot schools (Lone Pine and 
BHMS) and all schools during the 2023-24 school 
year. An information packet with additional details 
was sent to families from the special education 
department. 

Special Education 
Program Changes

We are excited to be continuing our partnership with 
the Anti-Defamation League next year as all of our 
schools work towards becoming "No Place for Hate" 
schools. The program is a student-led anti-bias and 
bullying prevention program that works with each 
school's unique culture and needs. 
Through the process of 
becoming a "No Place for 
Hate" school, we will cultivate 
student leadership, unite our 
school community, and engage 
students and staff  in active 
learning.

diversity, equity & 
inclusion

honor someone who 
has made an impact
You can recognize your favorite teacher, coach, 
graduate, coworker, administrator, retiree, or 
student with a tribute donation to the Bloomfi eld 
Hills Schools Foundation. Your designee will receive 
a special card, personalized with your message. Your 
gift will support academic and enrichment programs 
for Bloomfi eld Hills Schools. You can give a gift that 
gives back and make a tribute donation today at 
www.bloomfi eld.org/tribute. The BHS Foundation 
raises funds to support BHS in providing exceptional 
opportunities and experiences for our students.

Tribute Gift



Brooke Thompson Claims Gold 
at Deaflympics
Many serious athletes dream of 
competing at the Olympic level in their 
sport. Bloomfi eld resident Brooke 
Thompson (grade 11) saw that dream 
become reality when she headed to 
Brazil to compete at the Deafl ympics 
as a member of the USA Deaf 
Swimming National Team. 
Thompson, who attends the 
International Academy, won a gold 
medal as part of the Women's 

4 X 100 meter freestyle relay team 
who came from behind to take fi rst 
place in the race. As a top-ranked high 
school swimmer, Thompson has fi ve 
Bloomfi eld Hills High School records 
and set a new Deaf American record 
at the 2021 Michigan High School 
State Championships with a 23.81 in 
the 50 yard freestyle event. Thompson 
also holds the 50 meter freestyle Deaf 
American record at 27.34.

Congratulations to the following Bloomfi eld Hills High School student-athletes 
who have committed to play college sports as of press time:

Next Level
Student-Athlete College Sport
Ava Badallo West Virginia Wesleyan College Soccer
Jack Boike Adrian College Baseball & Football
Dean Brown Bard College Baseball
Benjamin Canty Macomb Community College Basketball
Lauren Chioini Aquinas College Volleyball
Nick Cody Olivet College Soccer
Elizabeth Dylewski Calvin University Swimming
Kellen Fife Iowa University Soccer
James Forner University of Michigan, Dearborn Baseball
Gabrielle Hitchcock Indiana Tech Lacrosse
Liam James Oakland University Diving
Grace Jenkins Central Michigan University Cross Country
Kate Jenkins Central Michigan University Cross Country
Evan Knox Delaware State University Track & Field
Mary Kostus Lincoln Memorial University Lacrosse
Cami Krugel Vanderbilt University Dance
Drew Martin Western Michigan University Soccer
Emma Merchant Aquinas College Soccer
Robert Newland Kalamazoo College Baseball
Anjalica Singelyn Michigan State University Ice Hockey
Alice Spiegel Western Michigan University Soccer
Madelyn Tarrance Keiser University Volleyball

State CHamps!

Unified Basketball
This year, BHHS is proud to have formed the 
Bloomfi eld Unifi ed Basketball Team which 
promotes inclusivity for students of all abilities. 
Unifi ed sports are a growing initiative to bring 
together students with and without intellectual 
disabilities for the opportunity to engage in team-
based activities outside the classroom, through 
the power of sports. Bloomfi eld Unifi ed has 
played games against other local high schools as 
part of a Special Olympics league in and around 
Oakland County.

The BHHS Girls Varsity Soccer team was victorious against Northville Mustangs 
with a score of 2-1 making the team the Division 1 State Champions. The state 
competition was held in East Lansing on June 17. Go Black Hawks! The following 
Bloomfi eld Hills High School teams also achieved post-season championships:
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students donate books to 
school libraries

New Esports Team Has 
Successful First Season
The new Bloomfi eld Hills High School Esports team completed an extremely 
successful fi rst season! Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals 
facilitates the Michigan High School Esports League and hosted the Spring 
Championships in person at Oakland University. Even as a brand new team 
in the league, the BHHS team took two State Titles in both Super Smash 
Brothers and League of Legends. Esports is short for Electronic Sports, involving 
competitive multiplayer video games. It mimics the experience of watching a 
professional sporting event, with spectators watching gamers compete. 

BHMS Spanish Teacher Jennifer Valbuena inspired and educated students with a 
lesson on Afro Latino culture in honor of February’s Black History Month. 
Valbuena explains, “This is the second year that I've taught this lesson, and I 
think it is impactful because many people living in the United States aren't aware 
that there are millions of Afro Latinos around the world, many of whom speak 
Spanish. Four percent of Latinos in the United States consider themselves 
Afro Latino. I was most excited to share that the famous astrophysicist Neil 
deGrasse Tyson is Afro Latino, with his father being African American and his 
mother Puerto Rican.” Anastazja Kozbial (grade 8) refl ects, “I learned that African 
ancestry has infl uenced Latin culture. I learned that some famous people that 
I knew are Afro Latino.” Another student, Katherine Malloy (grade 7) shares, “I 
learned that many actors and singers that I know are Afro Latino.” Among the 
many educational components of the lesson, Valbuena shared that Afro Latino 
is a term used to identify someone who is Hispanic/Latin American with African 
descent, who often speaks Spanish. Also, most people who identify themselves 
as Afro Latinos have roots in the Caribbean, the coasts of Central America, and 
northern South America. 

BHMS Students Learn about 
Afro Latino Culture

The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program 
purchased a bundle of books for school 
libraries at Fox Hills, Eastover, East Hills, and 
BHHS. The goal is to enhance the level of 
representation and knowledge of Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing (D/HH) within the district in 
regards to deaf culture, deaf community, and 
deaf experience. 

Special Education Supervisor Trevor Harker said 
of the donations, “This is not only an 
opportunity for those who are hearing to 
garner more knowledge and increase active 
recognition of D/HH, but also provides students 
with role models, visibility and representation 
within text.”
 
The Bloomfi eld Hills Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
program is home to approximately 60 students 
from across Oakland County. A treasure here in 
Bloomfi eld Hills Schools, D/HH has been a part 
of our community since 1965. Our program 
follows the Total Communication philosophy 
of educating children with hearing loss that 
incorporates all means of communication: 
formal signs (American Sign Language), natural 
gestures, fi nger spelling, body language, 
listening, lipreading, and speech. In the 
Bloomfi eld Hills D/HH program, our students 
are supported by both hearing and deaf staff  
members.

It’s good to know what to say in a 
conversation with someone with 

different beliefs than your own. You 
get to learn what other people do in 

their place of worship.
Zeke McGlinchey

It helps you be open-
minded about other 

people.
Sophia Stearns

You can learn more about what your 
friends believe in, which helps you 

understand and support them.
Hana Hatab

You learn about 
their lifestyle. 

For instance, I didn’t 
know Muslims pray five 

times a day.
Christian Santangelo

Seventh graders across Bloomfi eld Hills Schools study ancient history from the 
beginning of time to around the year 0 CE in their Social Studies curriculum. 
Throughout this global history, many major world religions were developed. 
Being able to understand key concepts in major religions of the world helps 
our student body to become more broadly developed citizens and helps them 
foster multiple IB learner profi le traits, including being open-minded, refl ective, 
balanced, and principled thinkers. Students learn about the three Abrahamic 
religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), as well as several Eastern religions 

(Hinduism, Sikhism, and Buddhism). Thanks to the diverse community in which 
we live, the seventh grade students in all three middle schools experience two 
full-day fi eld trips in the spring to learn about world religions fi rsthand at Kirk in 
the Hills, Temple Israel, Sikh Gurdwara, and the Muslim Unity Center. Students 
experience being inside these places of worship and learning from their leaders. 
The seventh grade Social Studies teachers across BHS coordinate these valuable 
fi eld trips for our students.

Among the many refl ective comments shared by students, here are a few examples of how seventh graders felt about their learning from the world religion visits:

Seventh Graders Explore Local Places of Worship, Develop 
Understanding of Diverse Religions



June 2022 
Construction 

begins on Conant 
and Way.

June 2022 
Design Phase for 
future Lone Pine 

and Eastover.

December 2022 
Construction 

begins for future 
Lone Pine and 

Eastover.

Summer 2023 
Finish additions at 

Conant & Way, 
create Kindergarten 
classrooms at Lone 

Pine & Eastover 

September 2023
NH and SH middle schools, new 

catchment boundaries begin, Lone Pine 
moves to new location at former WHMS, 

Eastover moves to new location at 
former EHMS.

Summer 2024 
Classroom renovations 

at four elementary 
schools, transform 

original 
Eastover to preschool.

Summer 2025 
Improvements for 

BHHS and Wing 
Lake.

Summer 2025 
Improvements for 
Nature Center and 

Bowers School 
Farm.

August 2020 
Bond approved by BHS 
community to improve 

every facility in the district, 
configure the schools as 

K-5, 6-8, 9-12 with a focus 
on flexibility and 
inclusive spaces.

September 2020 
Planning and 

design begins.

June 2021 
Construction 

begins on North 
Hills Middle 

School.

September 2021 
Construction 

begins on South 
Hills Middle 

School.

Bond 2020 construction: on time and On budget
Bloomfi eld Hills Schools is proud to be on time and under budget with the work related to the bond 
passed in August 2020 by the community.

A team of approximately 25 teachers, administrators, 
and staff  from all grade levels are working together 
in a collaborative pilot furniture process to order 
samples for all elementary and middle schools. 

Catchment
In 2020, the district committed to adjusting the 
catchment boundaries for each school, to ensure 
that each of the four elementary schools, feeding 
into the two middle schools, are equitably sized. The 
new district map with Fall 2023 catchment borders 
is available on the BHS website. Illustrations of 
neighborhoods impacted by the catchment changes 
can be found on our catchment webpage www.
bloomfi eld.org/bond.

School Names and Mascots
Bloomfi eld Hills Schools surveyed the community and 
gathered feedback on middle and elementary school 
names and mascots. The two grade 6-8 middle 
schools will be called North Hills Middle School 
(site of former Lahser High School) and South Hills 
Middle School (site of current Bloomfi eld Hills Middle 
School). Both North Hills and South Hills will have 
the Black Hawk mascot, matching our high school’s 
purple, black, and silver Black Hawk mascot. 

The four elementary schools will all maintain their 
same school names, including Eastover (which 
is moving to the current East Hills Middle School 
location) and Lone Pine (which is moving to the 
current West Hills Middle School location).

Elementary school playgrounds and traffi  c fl ow
BHS conducted a traffi  c study at Way to ensure we
have expert recommendations on traffi  c fl ow and
parking lots. BHS conducted a playground study
at all elementary schools and evaluated
all equipment to determine what could stay/be 
moved and what needed to be retired.. Based on this 
study, the district will begin working with elementary 
administrators to plan playgrounds for the 2023-
24 school year. Playgrounds will focus on inclusive 
design concepts. 

Equitable and Exciting Middle School Structures 
and Designs
While the North Hills Middle School campus is being 
constructed at the former Lahser site, the South 
Hills Middle School campus is receiving renovations 
and additions at the current Bloomfi eld Hills 
Middle School site. Both of these campuses will 
have the following: media centers, technology labs, 
cafetoriums (combined cafeteria/auditorium), and 
classroom sizes. South Hills will receive a new turf 
football fi eld, while North Hills has an existing turf 
football fi eld. South Hills is also receiving brand new 
spaces for their music and art departments.

Summer Projects
Construction has started at Conant and Way 
elementary schools, and continues on North Hills and 
South Hills middle schools.

Construction Progress: South Hills Middle School

Construction Progress: North Hills Middle School

We are 
here 



WE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT:

The Bloomfield Hills Schools Graduating Class of 2022



School Calendars
September 6 ............K-12 First Day of School, ½ Day for K-8 
September 26 ..........No School 
October 4..................½ Day for Students 
October 5..................No School 
October 31 ...............½ Day for Students
November 4 .............End of First Marking Period
November 8 .............No School
November 23-25 ....No School
December 26-30 .....No School
January 2-6 ...............No School
January 13 .................½ Day for Students 
January 16 .................No School 
January 24-26 ..........½ Day for Grades 9-12
January 27 .................½ Day for Students
January 30 .................First Day of Second Semester
February 17 ..............½ Day for Students
February 20 ..............No School  
March 1-3 .................½ Day for Grades 9-12
March 9 .....................½ Day for Students
March 24 ...................½ Day for Students
March 27-31.............No School
April 7 ........................No School 
April 11-13 ................Tentative Testing (Varying Schedules)
April 14 ......................End of Third Marking Period 
May 9 .........................½ Day for Students
May 26 .......................½ Day for Students
May 29 .......................No School  
June 13-15 ................½ Day for Grades 9-12
June 16 ......................Last Day of School - ½ Day

2022-23
September 5 ............K-12 First Day of School, ½ Day for K-8 
September 25 ..........No School 
October 4..................½ Day for Students 
October 31 ...............½ Day for Students
November 3 .............End of First Marking Period
November 7 .............No School
November 22-24 ....No School
December 25-29 .....No School
January 1-5 ...............No School
January 12 .................½ Day for Students 
January 15 .................No School 
January 23-25 ..........½ Day for Grades 9-12
January 26 .................½ Day for Students
January 29 .................First Day of Second Semester
February 16 ..............½ Day for Students
February 19-20 ........No School  
March 6-8 .................½ Day for Grades 9-12
March 13 ...................½ Day for Students
March 22 ...................½ Day for Students
March 25-29.............No School
April 5 ........................End of Third Marking Period 
April 9-11 ..................Tentative Testing (Varying Schedules)
May 7 .........................½ Day for Students
May 24 .......................½ Day for Students
May 27 .......................No School  
June 10-12 ................½ Day for Grades 9-12
June 13 ......................Last Day of School - ½ Day

2023-24

September 3 ............K-12 First Day of School, ½ Day for K-8 
October 2..................½ Day for Students 
October 3..................No School 
October 31 ...............½ Day for Students
November 1 .............End of First Marking Period
November 5 .............No School
November 27-29 ....No School
December 23-31 .....No School
January 1-3 ...............No School
January 17 .................½ Day for Students 
January 20 .................No School 
January 21-23 ..........½ Day for Grades 9-12
January 24 .................½ Day for Students
January 27 .................First Day of Second Semester
February 14 ..............½ Day for Students
February 17 ..............No School  
March 5-7 .................½ Day for Grades 9-12
March 12 ...................½ Day for Students
March 28 ...................½ Day for Students
March 28 ...................End of Third Marking Period 
March 31 ...................No School
April 1-4 .....................No School
April 8-10 ..................Tentative Testing (Varying Schedules)
April 18 ......................No School
May 7 .........................½ Day for Students
May 23 .......................½ Day for Students
May 26 .......................No School  
June 9-11 ...................½ Day for Grades 9-12
June 12 ......................Last Day of School - ½ Day

2024-25
September 2 ............K-12 First Day of School, ½ Day for K-8 
September 23 ..........No School 
October 1..................½ Day for Students 
October 2..................No School 
October 31 ...............½ Day for Students
October 31 ...............End of First Marking Period
November 4 .............No School
November 26-28 ....No School
December 22-31 .....No School
January 1-2 ...............No School
January 16 .................½ Day for Students 
January 19 .................No School 
January 20-22 ..........½ Day for Grades 9-12
January 23 .................½ Day for Students
January 26 .................First Day of Second Semester
February 13 ..............½ Day for Students
March 4-6 .................½ Day for Grades 9-12
March 11 ...................½ Day for Students
March 20 ...................No School
March 27 ...................½ Day for Students & End of Third Marking Period 
March 30-31.............No School
April 1-3 .....................No School
April 7-9 .....................Tentative Testing (Varying Schedules)
May 6 .........................½ Day for Students
May 22 .......................½ Day for Students
May 25 .......................No School 
May 27 .......................No School  
June 9-11 ...................½ Day for Grades 9-12
June 12 ......................Last Day of School - ½ Day

2025-26

Wing Lake and International Academy have school-specifi c calendars. 
Dates are subject to change. 

Photos capturing 
summer camp 

experiences at the 
Bowers School Farm and 

Johnson Nature Center.



Bloomfi eld Hills Schools fosters public 
speaking skills through forensics teams, 
which exist in all three middle schools and at 
Bloomfi eld Hills High School. All three middle 
schools featured students placing in their 
categories, and at the high school level the 
Forensics Team fi nished second overall in 
the state in their division! This year, the high 
school competition was in-person, while the 
middle school tournament was held virtually. 

The BHHS team was within 18 points of the 
state title, coming in 2nd place. Among 
the multiple awards winners from BHHS, 

3 entries became state champions: Paul Abdelnour (Grade 11) in Storytelling, 
Karina Yang (Grade 12) in Dramatic Interpretation, and the Multiple Group 
Say Anything, comprised of Rachel Berris (Grade 11), Trudy Gechter (Grade 
9), Sloane Jaff e (Grade 9), David LaBond (Grade 9), Nicky Little (Grade 11), and 
Hughie Watters (Grade 11). Overall, the team fi nished with 3 state champions, 
16 additional state fi nalists, and 6 state semi-fi nalists.

Coach Danielle Tier, recipient of this year’s MIFA Diana Rose Award for 
excellence in coaching, for leading the students to multiple state title 
championships, shares, “I was so happy to see forensics able to come back to 
in-person competitions. It really breathed life back into the activity this year. I am 
looking forward to seeing more and more students with renewed energy for co-
curriculars in general and forensics in specifi c.”
 
If you are interested in auditioning for the 2022-2023 BHHS Forensics Team, 
look for details in the fall for a December or January audition time. All students 
are welcome to audition regardless of previous experience. 

Forensics Teams Shine Bright

Families participated in a frog hike at the Johnson Nature Center on a recent 
sunny afternoon, in connection with the One School, One Book initiative. Led by 
Media Center Specialist Cindy Zervos, students and their families fi rst listened 
to Zervos reading chapter 11 of the book “Life According to Og the Frog,” by 
author Betty Birney. Next, they hiked the trail surrounding the nature center’s 
lake, looking at frog facts and challenges posted along the way. Finally, students 
engaged in some fun activities with Zervos to learn about diff erent frog sounds.

Students thoroughly enjoyed the experience in nature, sharing a variety of 
favorite aspects: Juliette Rosenbaum (grade 2) noted, “It was so fun hiking and 
following the frogs!” A kindergarten student shared, “I liked the chapter that Mrs. 
Zervos read and the trail!” 

Cass Arsenault, Lead Interpretive Naturalist for the E.L. Johnson Nature Center, 
set up the trail with a variety of fun facts and challenges for students to read on 
posted sheets. One example is a sheet that shows an image of a gray tree frog, 
with the description, “You get picked up by a child who just used bug spray. The 
chemicals seep into your skin and make you sick. Rub your stomach 5 times, 
and then move ahead.” Students learned about frogs and had opportunities to 
have fun along the way!

Arsenault also provided Zervos with a bin of items to replicate the sounds of 
diff erent frogs. Included were balloons, rubber bands, and combs. The green 
frog - which is what Og is - sounds like a rubber band snapping. A tree frog has a 
loud trill that is like the squeak of a little bit of air escaping from a fi lled balloon. 
The western chorus frog sounds like the bristles on a comb, and a northern 
leopard frog sounds like a fi nger rubbing against a balloon. Students had fun 
making the sounds of their frog friends.

One School, One Book with 
Nature Center Frog Hike

New early childhood program 
at the johnson nature center
About TreeSchool - Register at www.johnsonnaturecenter.org
Every child deserves to have a “happy place” to gain independence, make friends, 
and develop their own unique set of skills and interests, while also learning to 
become a contributing member of a community. TreeSchool, our early childhood 
enrichment program at Johnson Nature Center, provides young children such 
a place. With 40 acres of forest, pond, and prairie to explore, children develop 
lifelong skills through meaningful play and learning experiences.

We highly value the importance of relationships to build a strong learning 
community and therefore maintain a low teacher-to-student ratio (2 teachers for 
every 6-12 children) to provide for deep connections and personalized learning. 
We follow an emergent, child-led curriculum focused on discovering the joys 
and curiosities of the ever-changing seasons. Children engage in investigations 
inspired by their interests and the natural phenomena that surround them in 
order to build the foundation they need to thrive.

Adventures. Friendships. Th e joy of learning. 

Discover your “happy place” at Johnson Nature Center.

Fall Session
Location: Johnson Nature Center
Class Day: Tuesdays
Class Times: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ages: 3-4 
Class Schedule: 8 weeks (9/13 - 11/1)  

Winter-Spring Session
Location: Johnson Nature Center
Class Day: Tuesdays
Class Times: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Ages: 3-4 
Class Schedule: 10 weeks (TBD)



Throughout the school year, Bloomfi eld Hills Schools 
students in the PREP program participated in a 
residency with world-famous Detroit artist Hubert 
Massey and renowned photographer S. Kay Young, 
collaborating on a mosaic mural. The 25-week 
program was made possible through Michigan Art 
Access Artist-in-Residency, a program hosted by 
the non-profi t organization promoting creativity, 
education, and accessibility to the arts for people 
with disabilities.

As a part of the residency, students were guided by 
Massey and Young on an art-seeking fi eld trip where 
they were inspired by Detroit’s rich art scene and 
learned elements of photography using their phone 
cameras. With the assistance of the professional 
artists, the students then used what they discovered 
to create multiple individual abstract works of art. 
The fi nal project of the residency is a large mosaic 
mural. Once fi nalized, the mural will be displayed at 
the BHS Booth Center (7273 Wing Lake Road).

students Unveil Art Created 
with artists Hubert Massey 
and S. Kay Young

With the help of high school students from Bowers 
Academy, kindergarten students from across 
Bloomfi eld Hills Schools learned to groom horses, 
milk goats, and even do a barn dance during their 
“Farmer for a Day” fi eld trip visits to Bowers School 
Farm. The Bowers Academy students are part of 
a place-based curriculum that not only provides a 
high school education, but also explores all aspects 
of farm life, including observing animal behavior, 
attending to animal care, and actively investigating 
the environment.

Seth Hansen (grade 12) said that the Bowers 
students were trained before they led the sessions, 
which were also supported by adult farm guides. 
“We did a teaching day where we learned everything 
that we needed to about milking goats and grooming 
ponies.”

Connor Brandon (grade 12) and Liz McCurtis (grade 
12) were helping in the barn with the goats and 
sheep. Brandon said that a lot of the time in the 
barn involves introducing the young students to 
the animals. “I hope they realize that not all animals 
are scary,” said Brandon. “They just need to give it a 
chance and try new stuff .”

Dr. Aileen Myer, Bowers Academy Teaching 
Administrator, is thrilled that the students have not 
only quickly assimilated into being a community, 

but also are excited to share the farm experience 
with the larger BHS community as part of events 
like Farmer for a Day. “The biggest thing is having 
students feel connected,” said Dr. Myer. “There is 
the saying that teaching is the best way to learn, so I 
think it is really powerful. There are a lot of diff erent 
safety concerns on a farm, a lot of things you have to 
know, and a lot of things we are conscious of. Seeing 
the Academy students teaching other kids makes 
me know they got it and know exactly what is going 
on. My greatest happiness is just that they are so 
engaged and want to be a part of this community.”

Robbie Schubiner (grade 11) feels the same. 
“Honestly, I have never been a ‘get in the dirt, get 
my hands dirty’ kind of person, so this is quite a new 
experience for me, having a school 50 feet from 
the barn. It’s absolutely grown on me. The farm 
animals are very cool, and it’s a lot of experiences 
that I wouldn't get anywhere else. It feels more 
comfortable to come to school every day. It is a 
better fi t and a better learning experience for me.”

For more information about future admissions 
opportunities at Bowers Academy for high school 
students in grades 11 and 12, including a limited 
number of spots for out-of-district students, see 
www.bloomfi eld.org/bowers.

Bowers Academy Students Introduce 
Kindergarteners to Farm Life

Township Firefighters PRovide Safety Lessons
How do you get out of a smoke-fi lled home? Why 
should you wear a bike helmet? Students in the 
second grade at Bloomfi eld Hills Schools are 
discovering the answers to these questions through 
classroom presentations by fi refi ghters from the 
Bloomfi eld Township Fire Department. The lessons 
are part of an overall focus on critical safety areas. 

According to the BTFD, the program uses the 
National Fire Protection Association’s Risk Watch 
curriculum, along with the Bloomfi eld Township Fire 
Safety Trailer and Model-Tech Hazard House for 
demonstrations. Over the years, this program has 

won several awards. Following the presentation, 
students reviewed what they had learned. “I didn’t 
know why you had to be quiet on the bus,” said 
Vanessa Williams (grade 2), explaining it was so 
the bus driver can hear everyone behind them. Eli 
Bielecki (grade 2) also gained some new information 
during the vehicle safety presentation. “I learned 
that you should be at least 5 feet tall to not be in the 
booster seat and to sit in the front seat.”

Ryan Dumsa, BTFD Firefi ghter, said the program 
spans nine weeks and covers areas which pose the 
greatest unintentional injury risk to children. “Our 

fi rst week we start with vehicle safety, whether it is 
motor vehicles or school buses. Then we go into fi re 
safety around the home, water safety, bike safety, 
and poison avoidance. The trailer that we bring in 
allows us to put some smoke in to show kids how to 
get out of a burning house. The mock mini house is 
an excellent tool to show dangers in the home.” 

The students confi rmed they planned to make safety 
a priority. “You need to know this to stay safe,” said 
Williams, “and I’m going to tell my friends not to yell 
on the bus.” 



Alumni Features
ALUMNUS JAMES CAVERLY STARS IN "ONLY 
MURDERS IN THE BUILDING"
If you’re a Hulu TV viewer, there’s a good chance you 
have seen Lahser Class of 2007 alumnus Joey 
Caverly on your television screen. The hit show 
"Only Murders In The Building" stars Steve Martin, 
Martin Short, Selena Gomez, Nathan Lane, and 
Caverly, starring as Nathan Lane’s son Theo. 
Representing a young adult who is deaf on the 
show, communicating with American Sign Language, 
Joey is a graduate of our BHS Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing program. Many congratulations to Caverly on this recent television 
success!

What was your favorite experience as a BHS student?
Homecoming week, hands down. Nothing like competing against other classes, 
watching your football team win, and dancing with your friends late into the 
night!

What were the most important lessons you learned at BHS?
I was a bit of a class clown growing up, always being silly and outspoken to 
invoke laughter from my classmates and teachers. In high school, I learned that 
there are ways to channel this energy - either by focusing on schoolwork or 
fi nding appropriate moments to be myself and tell a joke or a sketch. I had great 
teachers that provided that outlet for me through class activities.

What advice would you give current students or alumni?
BE YOURSELF. Always.

ALUMNUS SABRINA SPANTA WAS PROJECT RUNWAY SEASON 19 
CONTESTANT

Sabrina Spanta, a graduate of Andover High School 
in 2011, starred in Bravo’s Season 19 of Project 
Runway as one of 16 designers competing for a 
chance to not only showcase a fashion collection 
at New York Fashion Week, but also take home the 
cash prize of $250,000. Congratulations to Sabrina 
on her career as a fashion designer!

What was your favorite experience as a BHS 
student?
AP Art class! Mrs. Basirico was my teacher. I spent 

all my days there; I went to other classes, then back to art. She allowed me 
to be my own individual and bring something diff erent to AP Art. It was really 
refreshing that she would allow me to do a medium in AP Art class such as 
fashion. 

What were the most important lessons you learned at BHS?
It was basically just working hard, sticking to your intuition, and following your 
dreams. I was very diff erent. I didn’t have many friends in high school. I wasn’t 
the popular kid. I was just myself. I think sticking to who you are and your 
individuality - even though the peer pressure is high in high school - that was 
one of the biggest things that I learned through art class. Celebrating your 
individuality.

What advice would you give current students or alumni?
Follow your passion. Do what you’re good at and everything else will fall into 
place. Before you know it, you’ll fall into what you’re meant to do. It’s scary to go 
into the creative world, but no matter what you do, if you do a good job, you’ll 
always succeed. If any students are looking for mentorship, I’m happy to help 
out and give advice. I’m available on Instagram @sabrinaspanta and my website 
www.sabrinaspanta.com.

East Hills Middle School student 
William DeMeritt (grade 7) won third 
place in a national American Sign 
Language poetry contest. DeMeritt 
won in the category of Deaf Culture 
Storytelling for an ASL poem that 
DeMeritt crafted.

“We watched it live,” signed ASL 
Teacher Diana Campbell through 
an interpreter. “There was a huge 
audience there, but they were able 
to stream and watch what was 
happening. When they announced 
Will’s name, oh my gosh, everybody 
was just thrilled! At fi rst there was 
a moment of complete shock, and 
then reality set in, and it was just 
overwhelming.”

Campbell also noted that the majority 
of the other students who entered 
the competition attend residential 
deaf and hard of hearing schools. 
BHS D/HH Supervisor Trevor Harker 
encouraged the East Hills students to 
enter. DeMerritt signed through an 
interpreter, “We were all very confi dent 
in sending our work. We were nervous, 
but confi dent in the work that we did.”

DeMerrit’s poem was focused on Deaf 
Culture and cultural tendencies. “I 
chose my topic based on something 

that we gloss in English as Deaf Bing, 
which are things that are typical for 
the Deaf Community,” said DeMeritt. “I 
was struggling to come up with a topic 
that I specifi cally wanted to do, but I 
chose a poem, and it was something 
that I felt passionate about.” Deaf Bing 
refers to habits or occurrences that 
are unique to people who are deaf. 
“The poem that Will created follows 
rules of ASL poetry,” explained 
Campbell, “so there are a limited 
number of handshapes that are 
used to produce the poem.” For 
comparison, in spoken English, a 
poem would use words that rhyme 
or that could be rhymed by changing 
the pronunciation slightly. In ASL, 
the mechanism of rhyming is to use 
handshapes that are the same or 
to use creative license, changing a 
handshape a bit to create the rhyme. 
Because this is how the poems are 
created, they don’t translate into 
spoken English.
 
DeMeritt communicated that the win 
was very satisfying on many levels. “I 
was so overwhelmed and so excited! I 
was just so happy to be able to show 
the world that it is not just students 
who go to deaf schools who have 
these accomplishments, and win 
these awards, and do these wonderful 
things. Those of us who are in a 
program like ours can do this too. This 
is the fi rst time we have ever entered 
this competition, so I am the fi rst 
person from our program who has 
won. Hopefully, we are going to see 
that programs like this and students 
like me are going to be able to 
compete more equally with students 
who go to other schools.”

Schools from all over the USA and 
Canada compete in the Marie Jean 
Philip ASL Poetry, Storytelling, and 
Deaf Art Competition, hosted by The 
ASL & Interpreting Education Program 
at Northeastern University. 

EHMS Student Wins ASL Award

Bloomfi eld Hills Schools celebrates the diversity of 
families within the school community with an 
annual Multicultural Celebration. The Parent 
Teacher Organization Council, composed of 
volunteer family members, hosted this educational 
celebration of culture. Around 600 BHS students, 
family members, administrators, staff , and 
community members attended this year! Thank 
you to our many exhibit presenters, performers, 
and volunteers who made this event possible.



The Bloomfi eld Hills Schools Johnson Nature Center partnered with BHS Art 
Teacher Pennie Ellis for a new place-based STEAM project that brought both 
authentic learning and community components to the student experience. 
Second grade students and their classroom teachers visited the Nature Center 
and then did printmaking in their art class with Ellis. 

The students fi rst attended a four-hour fi eld trip experience for the Plant-It: 
Journey of a Seed program. During this program, students explored the land to 
fi nd samples of edible plants and looked for ways plants disperse their seeds. 
In the afternoon, students engaged in dip netting activities and an additional 
guided hike that taught about aquatic plants. As part of their guided hikes, 
students created a fi eld guide to draw and/or write what they observed. 

“The students are taking science knowledge where they are looking at nature 
more closely with an attention to detail,” said Nature Center Education 
Specialist Brooke Larm. “The students were identifying plants, looking at 
the native and non-native species, learning more about the ecosystem and 
what makes it healthy, and then taking back information to apply it to an art 
product.”

A few weeks later, the students brought their fi eld guides to life in an art 
project. With the book “Botacium: Welcome to the Museum” for inspiration 
and with Ellis’ guidance, the second graders prepared a master plate of their 
selected leaf from styrofoam. Following additional instruction in color theory, 
the students selected various color options, painted their leaf plates, and 
created art prints. 

NATURE Exhibit Showcases 
Science-Art Collaboration

For Random Acts of Kindness Day, the Lone Pine Student Action Team 
embraced the opportunity to engage the school community in some 
heartwarming activities. Lone Pine’s Student Action Team is composed of 
students from kindergarten through third grade. They created four activity 
stations: card-making, the creation of post-it notes with words of affi  rmation to 
place around the school, writing notes on hand sanitizers to “Spread Kindness - 
Not Germs,” and writing notes on hand-made fl owers that were handed to staff  
members. 

Student Action Team member Briella Johnston (grade 3) explains the Bingo 
Board: “Say someone gives a compliment. You see that square on the Bingo 
Board, so now we’re going to put something on it, and cover that space on the 
board.” Johnston adds, “I like how we all get to talk about kindness and how we 
can learn from it!” Another third grade Student Action Team member, Asaad 
Hammoud, notes, “I like everything about Student Action Team. I can’t pick one 
thing! I enjoy the activities.”

Student Teacher Zoey Lutz, a graduate of Lone Pine, worked alongside Lone 
Pine’s IB Coordinator Stephanie Olson, Third Grade Teacher Amanda Allen, and 
parent volunteer Erin Rogers, who all serve as advisors to the Student Action 
Team. There are also two Bloomfi eld Hills High School students - Nate Sherman 
(grade 10) and Ali Lipson (grade 12) - who volunteer to support the Student 
Action team. Rogers created hand-made fl owers on which the Action Team 
students could attach notes and brought the pencils that were distributed 
to every Lone Pine student. Congratulations to the Student Action Team for 
bringing extra love to the Lone Pine community!

Lone Pine Community 
Celebrates with Kindness

Students from East Hills, West Hills, 
and Bloomfi eld Hills middle schools 
participated in the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra’s Middle School Honor 
Band Day. The program is an 
opportunity for middle school-aged 
musicians to rehearse and perform 
with renowned directors in historic 
Orchestra Hall. In the course of one 
day, students work together to learn 
challenging wind band repertoire 
alongside DSO musicians, before 
performing the same evening for 
family, friends, band directors, and the 
public.

The DSO Community & Learning staff  
received nominations from band 
directors for student candidates who 
were selected by DSO staff . 
Congratulations to all those who 
performed at this fantastic event!

BHS Middle School 
Students Perform 
at Orchestra Hall

We provide a collaborative team 
environment where people love what 
they do and always show up for our 
students and families, providing the best 
educational experiences possible. 

If you have the drive and passion to 
make a positive impact for learners, we 
will support you every step of the way!

Details at www.bloomfi eld.org/HR.



The Association of School Business Offi  cials International has given Bloomfi eld 
Hills Schools top honors for fi nancial reporting for the 22nd year in a row. ASBO 
bestowed the Certifi cate of Excellence in Financial Reporting upon BHS for its 
Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report. The ACFR discloses 
the district's fi nances in full detail to anyone who wants to review them, from 
stakeholders to constituents.

“The ACFR is one of the many ways Bloomfi eld Hills Schools remains transparent 
and accountable to our students, parents, and community stakeholders,” 
said Tina Kostiuk, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations. “Our 
outstanding team in fi nance puts in a signifi cant amount of work to compile the 
ACFR. I am very appreciative of the team’s incredible eff orts that result in this 
prestigious award year after year.” ASBO awards the Certifi cate of Excellence 
in Financial Reporting to school districts to encourage and assist them to go 
beyond the minimum requirements of generally accepted accounting principles 
to prepare comprehensive annual fi nancial reports that evidence the spirit of 
transparency and full disclosure and then to recognize individual districts that 
succeed in achieving that goal.

Bowers FALL Family festival
Families from around Bloomfi eld Hills and metro Detroit look forward to a 
weekend of farm activities, pumpkins, games, and more at the annual Fall 
Festival event scheduled for October 15 and 16, 2022. Additional details and 
ticket information will be posted on www.schoolfarm.org.

The Bloomfi eld Hills Schools transportation department is celebrating a 
milestone accomplishment. The Michigan State Police granted BHS its 30th 
consecutive Certifi cate of Excellence for 100 percent accuracy in bus inspections.
The perfect ratings started in 1992, which was when lead mechanic Richard Hella 
started working for the department. “Richard was an Air Force mechanic before 
he came to BHS so everything is in perfect order,” explained Jane Mack, BHS 
Transportation Manager. 

With the support of our School Board, our Superintendent, and our exceptional 
transportation staff , our team is dedicated to excellence and commitment to 
safety. 

The transportation department is searching for great people to join their driving 
team. They currently have sub driver and regular driver positions open and 
would love to hear from you. Please consider joining the BHS transportation 
team! See www.bloomfi eld.org/HR to apply.

points of pride: Certificates of Excellence 

Financial Reporting Bus Inspections

West Hills fi fth graders demonstrated 
research skills, presentation abilities, 
creative art, and music performances 
as part of their recent Primary Years 
Program exhibition. The exhibition 
ties into both classroom learning as 
well as the overall Bloomfi eld Hills 
Schools Portrait of a Learner. West 
Hills PYP Coordinator Kristen Vigier 
noted, “Exhibition is a culmination of 
learning from kindergarten until fi fth 
grade. Students showcase all of their 
skills and the Learner Profi le Traits 
they have been practicing and learning 
throughout their educational career.”

Hundreds of family members attended 
the event which included an art 
show, several songs, and classroom 
presentations with detailed slide 
shows. Subject areas were focused 
on the environmental topics within 
Michigan and included concerns 
such as Great Lakes water levels, 
endangered species, chemical issues, 
threats to drinking water, and issues 
with Great Lakes sand dunes. 
 
Sanjay Khullar (5th grade) was part of a 
group that researched Isle Royale 
and the wolf and moose populations. 
“The most interesting thing was the 
problems with the wolves and the 

relationship between them and how 
they were relocated to the island,” said 
Khullar. “The more you dig deeper, 
the harder it gets and the more 
information you have to fi nd, and the 
harder you have to work to fi nd the 
information.”
 
“Inquiry is at the heart of the Exhibition 
experience,” explained Vigier. 
“Students are working in teams as 
they explore their topic and the many 
questions they have. They grapple 
with complexities, work to identify and 
understand multiple perspectives, 
take action, and continually work to 
respectfully communicate with their 
teammates, experts, and mentors.”
 
Exhibition is an incredibly valuable 
learning experience that would not 
be possible without the guidance and 
support of the fi fth grade teachers; 
group mentors; art, media, and music 
teachers; building administration; and 
Exhibition night volunteers.

WHMS exhibit shows Research 
Skills and Creativity 

Eastover Librarian Cindy Livingston is 
passionate about the new Forever 
Book project. Books from the Forever 
Book bin don’t have to be returned 
like a normal library book, and the 
program is made possible by book 
donations.

“In the library I really know each child,” 
said Livingston. “If I know they are in a 
hotel or another situation which makes 
it hard for them to return a book or 
have books in their home, I will really 
encourage them to take a book from 
the Forever Book bin.” 

Livingston started Forever Books in 
response to both a need in the school 
and scientifi c research on book 
access, but hopes the community can 

help build the program and make it 
accessible to more children. 

The Community is asked to donate 
newer, used books to the Eastover 
Forever Book Project. Please save 
them until September when a bin 
will be placed outside the Eastover 
building (1101 Westview Rd, Bloomfi eld 
Hills). 

Livingston is grateful for the 
opportunity to promote reading for 
all children. “There is so much more 
imagination that is going on when 
students have a book in their hands,” 
said Livingston. “This is a part of 
literacy that is sometimes overlooked. 
That’s what is so important about a 
home library.”

Eastover’s forever books
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Kindergarten 
registration is easy
If your child will be fi ve years old by September 1, 2022, it’s 
time to register for kindergarten
. 
Step 1
Gather the items you’ll need to begin the enrollment 
process:
• Child’s original certifi ed birth certifi cate  
• Proof of vision and hearing screening, completed after 

age 3
• Offi  cial immunization record
• Proof of residency

Step 2
Complete the online enrollment. This should be done using 
a computer and should take 20-30 minutes to complete. 
The link and details are available at www.bloomfi eld.org/
kindergarten.

Developmental Kindergarten
If your child has a late summer birthday, or their birthday 
falls between September 2 and December 1, 
developmental kindergarten might be the right fi t for them. 
DK is intended to provide an additional year of academic 
and social growth for those interested. Talking with your 
child’s preschool teacher about their development may 
be helpful. DK students will advance to kindergarten the 
following year. There are a few seats open in the Lone Pine 
and Way elementary school developmental kindergarten 
classrooms. Call today if interested: 248.341.6390.

We are ready for you!
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