
Through acknowledging and aiming to meet the unique needs of each student- 
physical, social, intellectual, aesthetic and cultural - Bloomfield Hills Schools 
ensures that learning is engaging, relevant, challenging and significant.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP)  provides 
students with opportunities to build meaning and refine understanding through 
structured inquiry. PYP implementation encourages students to ask questions, 
research, create hands-on projects, and assess and reflect upon what they have 
learned. In addition, the PYP aims to develop internationally-minded lifelong 
learners. 

The PYP is a method of curriculum delivery. Bloomfield Hills Schools curriculum 
is determined by the Michigan Department of Education.

Each unit of inquiry includes 5 essential elements of the 
PYP.  These elements ensure that students are provided 
the opportunity to explore a variety of concepts, 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes and take responsible 
action as a result of their learning. 

Knowledge is at the heart of each unit of inquiry and includes state and 
district curriculum standards. The curriculum for each grade level is 
organized into six units, which include content from each core subject area. 

Knowledge 
What we want students to know about the world  

The PYP is committed to a concept-driven curriculum, which takes 
learning beyond memorization and basic skills and allows students to 
understand significant ideas and construct their own meaning. 

The following concepts provide teachers and students a way of thinking 
and learning about the world and encourage further questioning:

Concepts
What we want students to understand about the world

• Form - What is it like?
• Function - How does it work?
• Causation - Why is it like it is?
• Connection - How is it 

connected?
• Change - How is it changing?

• Perspective - What are the 
points of view?

• Responsibility - What is our 
responsibility?

• Reflection - How do we know?

The programme focuses on the development of personal attitudes 
towards people, the environment and learning. These attitudes contribute 
to the well-being of the student and the school community. Within the 
programme, the attitudes are viewed as habits of mind contributing to the 
development of an internationally-minded student, as described by the 
Learner Profile. 

Attitudes 
What we want students to feel, value and demonstrate

The PYP offers learners the opportunity and the power to choose to act; to 
decide on their actions, and to reflect on these actions in order to make a 
difference in and to the world. Parents can encourage and support action 
by demonstrating a sense of responsibility and respect for self, others and 
the environment. 

Action 
How students reflect and take responsible action as a result 
of their learning

PYP’s Five Essential Elements

Throughout the programme, students acquire and apply a set of skills that 
supports learning across the subject areas. These skills are valuable, not only 
in the units of inquiry but also for any teaching and learning that goes on in 
the classroom and life outside the school.

Skills 
What we want students to be able to do to be competent, 
life-long learners 

• Thinking Skills
• Communication Skills
• Research Skills

•  Social Skills
•  Self-Management Skills
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IB Learner Profile
Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They 
acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and 
research and show independence in learning. They 
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be 
sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and 
issues that have local and global significance. In so 
doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop 
understanding across a broad and balanced range of 
disciplines.

Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking 
skills critically and creatively to recognize and 
approach complex problems, and make reasoned, 
ethical decisions.

Communicators: They understand and express 
ideas and information confidently and creatively in 
more than one language and in a variety of modes of 
communication. They work effectively and willingly in 
collaboration with others.

Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with 
a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the 
dignity of the individual, groups and communities. 
They take responsibility for their own actions and the 
consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded: They understand and appreciate 
their own cultures and personal histories, and are 
open to the perspectives, values and traditions 
of other individuals and communities. They are 
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range 
of points of view, and are willing to grow from the 
experience.

Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect 
towards the needs and feelings of others. They have 
a personal commitment to service, and act to make 
a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment.

Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and 
uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have 
the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending 
their beliefs.

Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, 
physical and emotional balance to achieve well-being for 
themselves and others.

Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their 
own learning and experience. They are able to assess 
and understand their strengths and limitations in order 
to support their learning and personal development.

Developing International-Mindedness 

The ultimate goal of the PYP is to develop 
and support internationally-minded learners 
who become successful global citizens. IB 
Learner Profile attributes define what it means 
to be internationally-minded and are woven 
throughout the PYP curriculum. Students are 
expected to know, understand, and practice 
these attributes throughout their lives.

What does the IB require of schools and teachers?

• A global perspective to content

• The implementation of the Learner Profile (describes the attributes of 
an internationally-minded person)

• Planning time for teachers at the same grade level AND different grade 
levels to write and reflect on their work

• Interdisciplinary units (units that include content from more than one 
subject area)

• Extensive training for ALL staff involved in the PYP Programme

• The involvement of the parent community in supporting the programme

What doesn’t the IB do?

• Provide lesson plans or units

• Make teachers “force fit” content to be interdisciplinary

• Dictate what content must be taught or when it must be taught

How can I support my child’s learning?
The PYP sees learning as a partnership between student, parent and school. 
You can help your child by:

• allowing your child the opportunity to find answers to his/her own 
questions

• asking open-ended questions rather than yes/no questions

• encouraging your child to demonstrate the PYP Learner Profile

• modeling the PYP Learner Profile

• maintaining regular contact with your child’s teacher

• providing your child with new experiences and opportunities to ask 
questions and explore his/her world

Where can I find more information?

• Visit the International Baccalaureate Organization website: 
http://ibo.org/pyp.

• Contact the PYP coordinator for the appropriate building.  Contact 
information below.

Conant Elementary  
4100 West Quarton, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
(248) 341-7000 • www.Bloomfield.org/Conant

Lone Pine Elementary  
3100 Lone Pine Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48323
(248) 341-7300 • www.Bloomfield.org/Lone-Pine

West Hills Middle School  
2601 Lone Pine Road, West Bloomfield, MI 48323
(248) 341-6100 • www.Bloomfield.org/West-Hills

Frequently Asked Questions
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